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Public  Health  Department, 

Bow  Street, 

Keighley. 


1  o  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Health  Services  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1955. 

There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year.  The  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  27.45  per  1,000  live  births  is  an  improvement  on  the 
figure  for  last  year  (37.58)  and  approximates  the  national  figure  of 
24.9  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
during  the  year  and  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  at  the  rate  of 
0.24  pei  1,000  of  the  population  shows  a  very  favourable  comparison 
with  the  National  figure  of  1.78.  "We  suffered  a  heavy  outbreak  of 
Measles  which  was  shared  by  the  rest  of  the  administrative  County  but 
there  were  no  serious  cases  and  no  deaths. 

In  Older  to  influence  individuals  wiihin  a  community  we  must 
understand  the  needs  of  the  community  and  explain  them  to  those 
individuals.  One  problem  to  which  we  have  addressed  ourselves  is 
the  provision  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  clean  air,  free  from  the  soot  and 
grime  which  pollute  it,  to  this  end  we  staged  a  Smokeless  Fuel  Exhib¬ 
ition  at  the  Temperance  Hall,  Keighley.  The  Exhibition  was  well 
attended  and  special  arrangements  were  made  for  school  children.  The 
education  of  the  public  is  a  slow  business  but  exhibitions  of  this  nature 
are  a  genuine  contribution.  Preventive  medicine  can  only  progress  on 
lines  of  public  education  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  be 
prepared  to  take  a  much  more  realistic  approach  to  this  aspect  of  his 
work. 

I  draw  attention  to  that  secdon  of  my  Annual  Report  concerning 
Common  Lodging  Houses  and  I  emphasise  the  need  for  a  modern 
hostel  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Authority.  A  meeting 
between  representatives  of  the  Keighley  Corporation  and  of  the  Sab 
vation  Army  held  some  time  ago  with  this  possibility  in  view  failed 
to  reach  any  practical  proposal.  I  regretted  this  result  and  I  hope  the 
matter  may  be  taken  up  again  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

To  one  who  can  recall  the  days  when  any  mechanically  propelled 
vehicle  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  on  a  public  highway  at  a  rate  of 
more  than  four  miles  per  hour  and  then  only  provided  a  man  walked 
a  few  yards  in  front  of  it  armed  with  a  red  flag  to  warn  oncoming 
traffic;  that  such  a  one  should  live  to  contemplate  the  daily  slaughter 
of  innocent  people  as  a  result  of  similarly  defined  vehicles  tearing 
through  our  towns  and  villages  to  gratify  the  convenience  of  their 
owners  seems  incredible.  In  spite  of  all  the  money  spent  on  road 
safety  measures,  the  death  rate  continues  to  soar;  in  spite  of  all  the 


study  and  research,  no  one  seems  to  have  reached  the  conclusion  that 
it  might  be  an  advantage  to  reduce  the  speed  limit  at  any  rate  in 
urbanised  areas,  speed  is  a  vested  interest,  it  is  a  selfish  interest,  no 
more  respectable  on  account  of  its  association  wth  ease  and  luxury,  no 
less  accursed  on  account  of  its  accepted  record  of  misery  and  bloodshed. 

I  hope  my  remarks  may  be  duly  reflected  on  by  those  who  read 
in  the  body  of  this  report  the  grim  account  of  five  fatal  road  accidents 
during  the  year.  Such  accidents  may  be  in  store  for  them  or  some  one 
near  and  dear  to  them. 

The  report  on  Salvage  submitted  by  the  Director  of  Cleansing  is 
something  to  be  proud  of  and  the  Health  Committee  is  to  be  congrat¬ 
ulated  on  its  decision  to  instal  a  new  Powell  Baler,  the  success  of  this 
installation  as  the  Director  points  out  can  best  be  judged  by  reference 
to  the  tables  he  sets  out  at  the  end  of  the  salvage  section  of  his  report. 
The  value  of  the  waste  paper  salvaged  shows  an  increase  of  £2,855, 
approximately  72%  over  and  above  last  year’s  figure. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  draws  attention  to  the  urgent  need 
of  a  sewerage  system  in  the  Laycock  District  and  although  a  scheme 
has  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
consent  to  carry  out  the  work  has  been  withheld.  I  hope  the  Ministry 
may  reconsider  their  attitude  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

A  follow-up  of  the  work  done  by  the  Committee  emphasising  the 
importance  of  clean  food  and  clean  food  handling  should  continue  to 
be  vigorously  carried  out.  The  trade  would  appreciate  the  help  and 
advice  of  a  trained  inspector  in  explaining  the  implications  of  any 
regulations  and  new  legislation  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  enforce.  It  seems  to  me  that  66  inspections  of  Food 
Premises  made  during  the  year  are  hardly  sufficient  to  the  needs  of  the 
problem  and  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Inspector 
may  arise. 

In  conclusion  I  would  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  my  Health  Committee  for  their  unfailing  consideration 
of  all  the  problems  which  beset  the  Department,  that  along  with  the 
support  of  a  loyal  and  hard  working  staff  contribute  to  the 
harmony  and  quiet  efficiency  which  I  believe  characterises  the  service, 
of  which  I  have  charge.  I  would  at  the  same  time  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  friendly  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  in  General 
Practice,  also  that  of  those  attached  to  the  local  Hospital  Services;  their 
advice  and  help  has  been  invaluable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  M.  HOLT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY 


Health  Committee 

THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR, 
(ex-officio), 

Alderman  P.  TAYLOR,  J.P. 


Chairman  : 

Alderman  J.  H.  WRIGHT,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman  : 
Councillor  J.  S.  BELL. 


Councillor  T.  GALLAGHER. 

Councillor  A.  GREENWOOD. 

Councillor  E.  GROVES. 

Councillor  C.  A.  HARRISON,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 
Councillor  A.  B.  MITCHELL,  LL.B. 
Councillor  A.  W.  PLANT. 
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Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and 
Borough  School  Medical  Officer: 

H.  MAIN  WARING  HOLT,  Esq.,  T.D.,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lord.), 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Leeds). 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer: 
Mrs.  BARBARA  MAY  LEAKEY,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Assistant  County  Adedical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer: 

Mrs.  DOREEN  EDITH  GLEDHILL,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Mr.  THOMAS  LINDSAY,  M.S.I.A.ft§f 

Director  of  Cleansing: 

Mr.  ROBERT  DICKSON,  M.Inst.P.C. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Adr.  W.  A.  BAILEY,  M.S.I.AAf 

Mr  B.  CLEAR,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.H.*t§  + 

Mr.  J.  MITCHELL,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.H.ff 
Adr.  G.  W.  KAY,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.SJL+ 

Mr.  F.  R.  HUDSON,  M.S.I.A.f  (Appointed  1st  April,  1955). 

*  Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

fCertificate  of  the  R.San.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 

Board. 

JCertificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 
§Certificate  of  the  R.San.I.  for  Smoke  Inspectors. 

^Certificates  of  Liverpool  University  for  Sanitary  Science  and  Fuel  Economy. 
+  Certificate  of  City  and  Guilds  London  Institute  for  Boiler  House  Practice. 


Clerks : 

Health  Department 

Mrs.  M.  L.  WATT  (Died  2nd  May,  1955)  | 

Mr.  P.  WADEMAN. 

Miss  H.  H.  AdIDGLEY  (Appointed  1st  July,  1955). 


Cleansing  Department 


Mr.  J.  R.  SUNDERLAND. 

Remaining  Staff  employed  as 

Driver/Disinfector /Rodent 

Control  Operator  ...  ...  1 

Abattoir  Foreman  ...  ...  1 

Abattoir  Labourer  ...  ...  1 

Mortuary  Attendant 
(Part-time) 


Mr.  W.  G.  RICHARDSON. 

at  31st  December,  1955 

Cleansing  Foreman  ...  ...  1 

Cleansing  Operatives  ...  ...  53 

Public  Convenience 

Attendants  (Female)  ...  3 
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Staff  employed  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  on 
Public  Health  Services  within  the  Borough  o'  Keighley 


Chief  Clerk: 

Mr.  S.  SANDERSON. 

Deputy  Chief  Clerk: 

Mrs.  F.  M.  BEBB. 

Clerks : 

Miss  M.  C.  RHODES. 

Miss  I.  BANNISTER 
Mrs.  J.  HARTLEY. 

Miss  M.  WARD. 

Miss  P.  OGDEN. 

Mrs.  R.  WARD. 

Mrs.  C.  HALE. 

Miss  R.  PILLING. 

Miss  M.  E.  DAVY  (Appointed  17th  January,  1955). 

Health  Visitor/School  Nurses: 

Nurse  D.  S.  McCONVILLE. 

Nurse  E.  M,  RHODES. 

Nurse  H.  M.  SPENCER. 

Nurse  D.  SMITH. 

Nurse  D.  BARNES. 

Nurse  R.  ABOUD. 

Nurse  M.  O.  BLAND. 

Nurse  M.  A.  POTTER. 

Nurse  E.  CROWTHER  (Appointed  1st  October,  1955). 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor: 

Nurse  S.  A.  CUNLIFFE. 

Assistant  Health  Visitor: 

Nurse  K.  H.  WHALLEY  (Appointed  1st  March,  1955). 

Midwives : 

Nurse  A.  E.  HUMPHRIES. 

Nurse  E.  A.  BRADLEY. 

Nurse  G.  FIELD. 

Nurse  H.  WALKER. 

Nurse  D.  SCRIVENER  (nee  Bellwood  Resigned  30th  November,  1955). 
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Home  Nurses : 

Nurse  A.  DONNELLY. 

Nurse  A.  JOY. 

Nurse  L.  M.  PROCTOR 
Nurse  K.  DALEY. 

Nurse  E.  V.  CREASEY  (Appointed  1st  October,  1955). 


Home  Nurse/Midwife: 

Nurse  F.  L.  SMITH  (Transferred  to  Division  No.  9,  4th  October,  1955). 
Remaining  Staff  employed  as  at  31st  December.  1955 


Oak  worth  Road 

MATRON  .  1 

DEPUTY  MATRON .  1 

NURSERY  WARDEN  ...  1 

NURSERY  NURSE .  1 

Westgate  Child  Welfare  Centre : 
CLEANER  (Part-time)  ...  1 


Day  Nursery: 

NURSERY  STUDENTS  ...  2 

COOK  (Part-time)  ...  ...  1 

CLEANER  (Part-time)  ...  1 

HANDYMAN  (Part-time)  ...  1 

Victoria  Park  Child  Welfare  Centre: 
CLEANER  (Part-time)  ...  1 


Divisional  Health  Office: 

CLEANER  (Part-time)  ...  1  HOME  HELPS  .  23 


Branshaw  View  Occupation  Centre: 

SUPERVISOR  .  1  NURSERY  ASSISTANTS  ...  2 

ASSISTANT  SUPERVISOR  ...1  HANDYMAN/CARETAKER  1 
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STATISTICS  AND 
SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA 
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VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births:-— 

estimated  population 

Legitimate  ... 

729 

377 

352 

Illegitimate  . . . 

36 

17 

19 

Total 

765 

394 

371 

Uncorrected  13.73 
Corrected  13.87 

Stillbirths: — 

Legitimate  . . . 

17 

11 

6 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— — 

1 

Total 

18 

11 

7 

0.32 

Deaths 

(all  causes) 

850 

417 

433 

Uncorrected  15.25 
Corrected  14.33 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of  age:— 

Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate  . . . 
Illegitimate  . . . 

21 

12 

9 

Total 

21 

12 

9 

27.45 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 

weeks  of  age:— 

Legitimate  . . . 

18 

10 

8 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

, — 

Total 

18 

10 

8 

Maternal  Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  Live 
and  Still  Births 


Area  Comparability  Factor: 


Births 

Deaths 


1.01 

0.94 
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‘-i*;  -’  iorcamy  and  Infectious  Diseases  Rates  for  Keighley,  the 
'West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  England  and  Wales 


Kei: 

ghley  Municipa 
Borough 

1  Administrative 
County 

England 
and  Wales 

Live  Birth  . 

13.7 

15.3 

15.0  (a) 

Death  . 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Dis. 
exc.  tub.  but  inc.  Syphilis 

15.3 

11.7 

11.7  (a) 

and  other  V.D . 

0.02 

0.07 

*  (a) 

1  uberculosis,  ‘Respiratory  . 

0,03 

0.11 

0.13  (a) 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

0,02 

0,0 1 

0.02  (a) 

Tuberculosis,  All  Forms. 

0.05 

0.12 

0.15  (a) 

Cancer  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the 

2.76 

1.90 

2.06  (a) 

Nervous  System  . 

2.53 

1.90 

*  (a) 

Heart  and  Circulatory  . . . 

6.50 

4.39 

*  (a) 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

0.99 

1.21 

*  ( a ) 

Maternal  .Mortality 

— , 

0.67 

0.64  (b) 

Infant  Mortality 

27.5 

26.2 

24.9  (c) 

Stillbirth  . 

23.0 

26.4 

23.1  (b) 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

— . 

0.00 

0.00  (a) 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

— 

0.02 

0.02  (a) 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03  (a) 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

0.61 

1.01 

0.73  (a) 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.24 

1.93 

1.78  (a) 

Diphtheria  . 

- — - 

— 

0.00  (a) 

Erysipelas  . 

0.05 

0.16 

0.10  (a) 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

—  (a) 
15.61  (a) 

Measles  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (in¬ 
cluding  Polioencephalitis) : 

21,66 

18.23 

Paralytic  . 

0.02 

0. 1 5 

0.08  (a) 

Non-paralytic  . 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06  (a) 

Figures  not  available. 


(a)  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population. 

(b)  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

(c)  Rate  per  1,000  live  births. 
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AREA 

Keighley,  incorporated  as  a  Municipal  Borough  in  the  year  1882, 
now  covers  an  area  of  23,611  acres,  and  is  therefore  the  largest  non¬ 
county  borough  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


POPULATION 


The  population,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate 
for  mid-year  1955,  was  55,720.  The  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  of  the  Borough  has  fluctuated  during  recent  years  as 
follows: — 


1946 

54,780 

1951 

1947 

55,520 

1952 

1948 

56,520 

1953 

1949 

56,570 

1954 

1950 

56,980 

1955 

56,630 

56,260 

55,940 

55,860 

55,720 


In  the  preliminary  report  on  the  1951  Census  the  Registrar 
General  gave  the  following  provisional  figures  regarding  population: 
Population  1931  ...  56,537.  Males  26,022.  Females  30,515. 
Population  1951  ...  56,939.  Males  26,021.  Females  30,877. 


HOUSING 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  as  at  31st  December, 
1955,  according  to  the  rate  books  was  18,843.  195  new  houses  were 

built  during  the  year,  2  houses  were  demolished  and  4  houses  closed 
under  the  Housing  Acts.  The  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the 
various  Wards  of  the  Borough,  as  shown  below. 

East.  Haworth.  Morton.  North-West.  Oakworth.  Oxenhope.  West. 

7  6  24  23  1  7  127 


RATEABLE  VALUE 

The  Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  March,  1955,  was  £394,807,  and 
the  actual  product  from  a  Id.  rate  during  the  financial  year  1955-56 
£1,526  9s.  4.47d. 


PRINCIPAL  INDUSTRIES 

The  average  number  of  persons  registered  as  wholly  unemployed 
during  the  year  was  77  men  and  29  women,  as  compared  with  75 
and  22  respectively  during  1954.  In  addition,  there  were  temporarily 
stopped  9  men  and  9  women,  as  compared  with  13  and  6  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  wholly  unemployed  register  was  fairly  steady  throughout 
the  year,  but  the  temporarily  stopped  increased  considerably  during 
the  months  April  to  August.  The  total  number  at  the  end.  of  the 
year  was  less  than  at  the  begimiing. 
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STREET  ACCIDENTS 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  that  5  fatal  road  accidents 
occurred  within  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Briefly  the  details  are 
as  follows: — 

Date  &  time  Description  Location  Fatally  injured 


10.1.55 

5  p.m. 

Skipton  Rd.,  Keighley. 

Motor  car  collided 
with  pedestrian. 

Male 

aged 

pedestrian, 
45  years. 

3.11.55 

5.10  p.m. 

North  St.,  Keighley  at 
junction  with  Caven¬ 
dish  Street. 

Motor  car-collided 
with  pedestrian. 

Male 

aged 

pedestrian, 
89  years. 

14.11.55 
7.38  a.m. 

Bradford  Rd.,  Keigh¬ 
ley,  at  junction  with 
Lake  Street. 

Motor  van  collided 
with  solo  motor¬ 
cyclist  whilst  both 
overtaking  omni¬ 
bus. 

Male  motor¬ 
cyclist  aged  27 

24.11.55 
7.45  a.m. 

South  Street,  Keighley. 

Motor  car-collided 
with  pedestrian. 

Male 

aged 

pedestrian, 
74  years. 

9.12.55 

5.47  p.m. 

South  Street,  Keighley, 
at  junction  with  Rawl- 
ing  Street. 

Motor  car-collided 
with  pedestrian. 

Male 

aged 

pedestrian, 
73  years. 

14 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL'S  RETURN  OF  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH  DURING  1955  (Residents  only)* 


Diseases 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- — ■ 

— « 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

- — 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

~ — 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

.  _ 

8. 

Measles 

_ 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

=— 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

16 

12 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

19 

3 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

19 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

7 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lypmphatic  Neoplasms 

35 

37 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

4 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

4 

3 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

63 

78 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

67 

42 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

17 

16 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

86 

1G9 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

13 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

_ _ 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

24 

15 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— _ 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

/'N  f\ 

.  y  i 

39 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

1 

34. 

All  other  Accidents 

12 

10 

35. 

Suicide 

/ 

/ 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

■ - 

- - 

All  Causes 

417 

433 

DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  REGISTERED  DURING  1955 
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Causes  of  and  ages  at  death  of  Infants  dying  under  1  year  of  age 
registered  during  1955  (Residents  only)* 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES 
WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH 
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1  * — SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  CORPORATION 

OF  KEIGHLEY 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

Full  details  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  are  given  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  report. 

Laboratory  Service 

Laboratory  work  for  the  area  is  performed  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  situate  at  Bradford, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  H.  G.  Smith  and  his  staff  for  their  co¬ 
operation  throughout  the  year. 

Facilities  are  afforded  to  General  Practitioners,  on  whose  behalf 
the  collection  and  submission  for  bacteriological  examination  of  all 
types  of  specimens  are  arranged  by  the  Department.  This  has  proved 
of  value  in  enabling  early  diagnosis,  early  preventive  action  in  the 
control  of  infectious  disease,  and  in  reducing  exclusion  from  school, 
etc. 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  makes  provision 
for  securing  the  necessary  care  and  attention  for  persons  who- — 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm 

or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions, 

and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from 

other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

The  Local  Authority  may  on  receipt  of  a  certificate  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  authorise  an  application  to  be  made  to 
a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person 
to  a  suitable  hospital  or  other  place  and  his  detention  and  maintenance 
therein  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment) 
Act,  1951,  the  Local  Authority  can,  where  urgent  removal  is  con¬ 
sidered  necessary,  authorise  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  take 
immediate  action  seeking  an  Order  from  a  Court  of  Summary  Juris¬ 
diction  to  detain  the  person  in  suitable  premises  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  three  weeks. 

A  number  of  cases  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department 
each  year.  Every  endeavour  is,  however,  made  to  remedy  or  alleviate 
the  circumstances  before  applying  for  a  Court  Order. 

I  am  happy  to  record  that  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  above  legislation 
during  the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  50  of  the  above  Act  places  on  the  Local  Authority  a  duty 
to  cause  to  be  buried  or  cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who  has 
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died  or  been  found  dead  in  the  area,  in  any  case  where  it  appears 
that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been 
or  are  being  made. 

The  Local  Authority  were  required  to  take  action  in  connection 
with  this  section  of  the  Act  on  one  occasion  only  during  the  year. 


Mortuaries 

There  are  two  Mortuaries  in  the  Borough,  situate  at  Utley  and 
Haworth;  the  Utley  Mortuary  is  the  one  nearest  to  the  Town  Centre, 
and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  greater  number  of 
post  mortems  were  held  there  during  the  year.  The  Utley  Mortuary 
is  suitably  sited;  there  are  adequate  viewing  facilities  available  for 
relatives,  it  is  well  lighted,  there  is  a  good  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  and  a  lavatory  is  provided.  Conditions  are  not  so  good  at  the 
Haworth  Mortuary,  where  the  accommodation  consists  of  one  room 
only,  which  is  used  for  post-mortem  examinations;  there  is,  however, 
a  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  and  the  room  is  suitably  lighted.  Both 
Mortuaries  are  served  by  one  part-time  attendant. 


Age  Groups  and  Sex. 


Site  of 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

I 

Mortuary 

0- 

10 

11- 

20 

21- 

30 

31- 

40 

41- 

50 

51- 

60 

61- 

70 

71- 

80 

81  & 

over 

Tota 

Utley 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

10 

— 

1 

1 

6 

6 

3 

8 

— 

1 

23 

u 

Haworth  . . . 

2 

Total  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1  — 

11 

— 

1 

1 

7 

6 

3 

9 

—  1 

25 

if 

Cleansing  Station 

The  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  and  their  clothing  and  the 
treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  scabies  (with  the  exception  of 
school  children)  is  undertaken  at  the  Cleansing  Station;  treatment 
in  both  cases  being  performed  free  of  charge.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  carry  out  any  treatment  during  the  year. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  importation  of  bed  bugs  into  Corporation 
houses  through  the  medium  of  household  effects  and  clothing  from 
insanitary  houses,  arrangements  are  made  as  follows: — 

( 1 )  The  provision  of  the  Disinfestation  Station  on  Corporation  prop¬ 
erty  at  Marley,  where  there  are  bathing  facilities,  waiting  rooms, 
cubicles  and  sanitary  conveniences,  also  a  “Thresh”  high  pressure 
steam  disinfector  in  which  clothing  and  soft  goods  (e.g.  bedding) 
are  disinfected,  and 

(2)  The  subjection  of  household  effects  by  a  firm  of  Fumigators  to 
liquid  H.C.N.  gas  whilst  the  tenants  are  bathing  and  their 
bedding  and  clothing  are  being  dealt  with  in  the  steam  disin¬ 
fector.  On  completion  of  fumigation  the  whole  of  the  goods  are 
removed  to  the  new  house. 
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Eighteen  families  were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  this 
scheme  during  the  year. 

The  Station  is  opened  as  required,  but  could  in  an  emergency, 
be  put  into  full  operation  within  twelve  hours. 


School  Health  Service 

See  separate  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year 
1955. 


Keighley  Infant  Aid  Society 

This  Society  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year  and  gave 
assistance  in  those  cases  appropriate  to  its  sphere  of  activity,  which 
is  gratefully  acknowledged. 


23 


2, — SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

National  Health  Service  Act  1946 

Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Provision  of  Clinics 

The  provision  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  was  not  varied  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  sessions  at  the  Victoria  Park  C.W.C.  were, 
however,  increased  to  provide  an  alternate  Friday  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  and  a  weekly  Ante-Natal  relaxation  exercises  class. 

Details  of  the  various  clinics  provided  within  the  Borough  and 
attendance  thereat  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables. 


Situation  of  Clinic.  Type  of  Clinic. 

Haworth  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Child  Welfare 

Hall  Green  Baptist  Chapel,  Ante-Natal 

Haworth. 

Ante-Natal 

Relaxation 

Exercises 


Morton  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Morton  Memorial  Institute, 

Morton. 

Child  Welfare 

Oakworth  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Methodist  Sunday  School, 

Child  Welfare 

Oakworth. 

Ante-Natal 

Oxenhope  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Methodist  Sunday  School, 

Child  Welfare 

Oxenhope. 

Ante-Natal 

Victoria  Park  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
The  Mansion  House, 

Victoria  Park,  Keighley. 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-Natal 

Ante-Natal 

Relaxation 

Exercises 

Immunisation 

Westgate  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Oakworth  Road,  Keighley. 

Child  Welfare 

Ante-Natal 

Ante-Natal 

Relaxation 

Exercises 

Immunisation 

When  Held 

Every  Tuesday  2  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Wednesday  9-30  to  11-30 
a.m. 

Every  Wednesday  2  to  4  p.m. 


Alternate  Fridays  2  to  4  p.m. 


Alternate  Thursdays  with  Oxen- 
hope  Clinic,  2-30  to  4  p.m. 

Same  day  as  above,  2  to  2-30 
p.m. 

Alternate  Thursdays  with  Oak- 
worth  Clinic  2-30  to  4  p.m. 

Same  day  as  above,  2  to  2-30 
p.m. 

Every  Wednesday  9-30  to  11-30 
a.m.  and  2  to  4  p.m. 

Alternate  Fridays  2  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday  9-30  to  11-30 
a.m. 

Every  Tuesday  2  to  4  p.m. 


First  Monday  in  every  month, 
2  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Thursday,  2  to  4  p.m. 
Every  Friday  2  to  4  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday  2  to  4  p.m. 
Every  Friday  9-30  to  11-30 
a.m. 

Every  Wednesday  2  to  4  p.m. 


La9t  Monday  in  the  month,  2  to 
4  p.m. 
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Births 

Details  of  the  number  of  births  notified  during  the  year,  with 
the  adjustments  for  transferred  notifications,  are  set  out  in  the  follow- 
ing  table,  which  also  shows  the  allocation  between  Domiciliary  and 
Institutional  confinements. 


Details 

Domi 

Live 

ciliary. 

Still 

Institutional. 

Live  Still 

Total 

(a)  Primary  Notifications  ... 

175 

1 

721 

22 

919 

(b)  Add  Inward  Transfers 

1 

— . 

41 

1 

43 

(c)  Total  Notifications 

received 

176 

1 

762 

23 

962 

(d)  Deduct  Outward  Transfers 

1 

— : - 

162 

7 

170 

(e)  Total  Adjusted  Births 

175 

1 

600 

16 

792 

A  more  detailed  analysis 

of  institutional 

births 

provides 

the 

following  information:  — 

Born  in  (a)  Hospitals 

196 

6 

(b)  Maternity  Homes 

. 

383 

9 

(c)  Nursing  Homes 

.  .  . 

21 

1 

(d)  Total  .  . 

600 

16 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

I  he  following  table  shows  details  of  the  number  of  Premature 
Infants,  i.e.  babies  weighing  5-J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth,  irrespective  of 
the  period  of  gestation,  born  during  the  year  to  Mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  Borough. 


O) 

Weight 

(2) 

Live 

(3) 

Still 

(4) 

No.  in  col. 

(5) 

No.  of 

(6) 

No.  of 

Group 

Births 

Births 

2  who  sur- 

Domiciliary 

Institutional 

lbs. 

vived  for 

Confinements 

Confinements 

28  days 

5 

— 5i 

28 

1 

27 

5 

24 

44 

—5 

18 

2 

17 

5 

15 

4 

_ 4-i 

^2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

31 

—4 

6 

— 

5 

3 

3 

3 

— 3-J 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

21 

•^2 

-—3 

2 

2 

1 

- 

4 

2 

j—i 

_ 2J 

^2 

2 

— 

— . 

— ■■■ . 

2 

H 

—2 

— - 

- — 

- - . 

- 

H 

and  under  2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  .. 

.  65 

-  7 

56 

16 

56 
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The  Progress  of  Premature  Babies  born  in  the  year  1949, 

(Twelve  Year  Survey), 


To  Mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Borough  irrespective 

of  the  place  of  birth* 


(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6)  (V)  _ 

Weight  No.  dying  No.  dying  No.  dying  No.  dying  No.  dying  No.  surviving 

Group  1  &  under  2  &  under  5  &  under  4  &  under  5  &  under  over  6  years 

lbs.  2  years  3  years  4  years  5  years  6  years 


5  —  5i  3 

\\ — 5  1 

4  —4*  — 

3-1—4  1 

3  3 

2-1—3  — 

2  —2-1-  2 

11—2  — 


37 

3 

7 


Total  10 


47 


*  Information  of  the  survival  of  9  children  who  are  now 
permanently  resident  outside  the  Administrative  County 
is  not  available. 

Special  equipment,  for  use  in  the  nursing  of  premature  babies 
born  at  home,  is  maintained  at  the  Keighley  Ambulance  Depot,  from 
where  it  can  be  delivered  direct  to  the  home  at  the  request  of  doctor 
or  midwife  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night.  Should  the  use  of  this 
equipment  be  desired,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  nursing 
of  the  case  to  be  handed  over  to  one  of  the  midwives  specially  trained 
in  the  care  of  premature  babies. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  premature  infants,  as  previously  de¬ 
fined,  includes  a  large  proportion  of  small  but  healthy  babies,  who 
require  little  more  than  ordinary  care;  on  the  other  hand,  some  infants 
are  so  small  as  to  have  little  chance  of  survival.  In  between  the  two 
extremes  are  infants  who,  with  expert  attention,  have  a  good  chance 
of  becoming  healthy,  vigorous  babies. 


Day  Nurseries 

The  Oakworth  Road  Day  Nursery  which  is  situate  at  the  rear 
of  the  Oxford  Cinema  in  Oakworth  Road  has  accommodation  for  50 
children  in  the  0-5  age  group.  However,  only  those  cases  which  are 
classified  as  health  cases  are  eligible  for  admission.  The  Day  Nursery 
is  open  between  8-30  a.m.  and  4-30  p.m.,  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  children  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  together  with  the  average  attendances,  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Day  Nursery 

No.  of 
approved 
places 

No.  of 
children  on 
Register  at 
end  of  year 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

Approved 

for 

training 

0—2 

2—5 

0—2 

2—5 

0—2 

2—5 

Oakworth  Road 

25 

25 

8 

25 

5.25 

15.04 

0—5 

Section  23-— Midwifery 

Details  of  the  number  of  Midwives  practising  within  the  area 
at  the  end  of  the  year  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

(1)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary  Organisations: 

(a)  Under  arrangements  with  the  Local  Health  Authority 

in  pursuance  of  National  Health  Service  Act  ... 

(b)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals  not  transferred  to 

the  Minister  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital  Management  Commit¬ 

tees  or  Boards  of  Governors  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Midwives  in  Private  Practice  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  deliveries  attended  by  Mid¬ 
wives  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


Number  of  Deliveries  Attended  by  Midwives  in  the  Area  during  the  year 
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Notifications  received  from  Midwives 


The  following  statutory  notices  were  received  from  Midwives 
during  the  year:  — 


1.  Death  of  (a)  Mother  ... 

(b)  Child  . 

2.  Stillbirths 

3.  Laying  out  of  the  dead  ... 

4.  Substitution  of  artificial  feeding 

5.  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection 

Medical  Aid  Notices: 


13 

25 

1 

105 

3 


No.  issued  because  of  complications  arising  in/during 
Pregnancy.  Labour.  Lying-in.  The  Child.  Total 


(1)  Where  the  Medical 
Practitioner  had 
arranged  to  provide 
the  patient  with 
Maternity  Medical 
Services  under  the 
National  Health 


Service  Act 

— 

22 

2 

4 

28 

(2)  Others 

.  1 

12 

3 

4 

20 

Cases  in  Institutions  .. 

.  — 

19 

2 

2 

23 

Totals 

1 

53 

7 

10 

71 

The  conditions  for  which  the  Medical  Aid  Notices  were  issued 
are  set  out  hereunder: — 

Pregnancy 

Miscarriage  ...  ...  1 


Ruptured  Perineum 
Prolonged  Labour  ... 
Premature  Labour  ... 
General  Condition  ... 


Breast  Condition 
Tender  Right  Calf 
Varicose  Veins 


Labour 


40  Breech  Presentation  ...  2 

3  Rupture  of  Old  Scar  ...  3 

2  Intra-Partum  Haemorrhage  1 
1  Uterine  Intertia  ...  ...  1 


Lying-in 

1  Phlebitis 

1  Influenza 

1  Haemorrhoids 


2 

1 

1 
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The  Child 

Chesty  Cold 

...  1 

Prematurity 

2 

Melaena 

...  1 

Asphyxia 

...  1 

Discharging  Eye 

...  1 

General  Condition  ... 

0 

•  .  •  z_ 

Cyanosis  of  Baby  . 

...  1 

Left  Talipses 

...  1 

Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  and  Petliedine 

All  the  Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority  in  this  area  2  re 
qualified  to  administer  analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requi remen  s 
of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  and  each  Midwife  has  been  provided 
with  a  Gas  and  Air  Machine.  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was  administered 
on  90  occasions  and  petliedine  on  101  occasions. 

Section  24*— —Health  Visiting, 

The  Health  Visitor  has  a  very  important  role  in  the  Public 
Health  Services  as  she  is  in  direct  contact  with  the  public,  and  is 
therefore  able  to  offer  advice  on  a  number  of  problems  and  at  the 
same  time  ensure  that  the  individual  receives  the  greatest  benefit 
from  the  services  available. 

Details  of  the  number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Vi  i  o:s  during 
the  year  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


No.  of 
children 
under  5 
years  of 
age 

visited 

during 

year 

Expectant 

Children 
under  1 
year  of  age 

Child¬ 
ren 
age  1 
and 
under 

2  years 

Child¬ 
ren 
age  2 
but 
under 

5  years 

Tuber¬ 

culous 

house¬ 

holds 

Other 

Cases 

T otal  of 
families  or 
households 
visited  by 
Health 
Visitors 

Tuberculosis 

Visitors 

Total  visits 
paid  to 
tuberculous 
households 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

T  otal 
Visits 

Total 

Visits 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(ID 

3187 

116 

299 

735 

5243 

2700 

5326 

5 

2597 

2837 

989 

Section  25, — Home  Nursing 

There  are  five  Home  Nurses  in  the  division,  one  nurse  being 
responsible  for  a  given  area. 

Details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Home  Nursing  staff 
during  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  following  table 
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CLASSIFICATION 

No.  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year 

No.  of  visits 
paid  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year 

(1)  Medical 

590 

14196 

(2)  Surgical 

56 

2432 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases 

(4)  Tuberculosis 

4 

95 

(5)  Maternal  complications 

2 

2 

Totals 

652 

16725 

Patients  included  in  above  who  were  aged  65  or 
over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  during  the 

year 

460 

12913 

Children  included  in  above  who  were  under 

5  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit 

during  the  year 

10 

50 

Patients  included  in  above  who  have  had  more 

than  24  visits  during  the  year 

87 

5514 

Section  26.— Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  in  the  area  is  carried  out  either  by  the  family  doctor 
or  by  attendance  at  one  of  the  Authority’s  Clinics.  Details  of  the 
numbers  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  are  Aven  in 
the  following  table. 


Age  at  date  of  Vaccination 


Under  1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Vaccinated 

123 

15 

8 

8 

29 

183 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

2 

8 

64 

74 

The  scheme  for  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  similar  to  that 
lor  Vaccination.  The  importance  of  this  service  is  stressed  on  every 
available  occasion.  The  number  of  persons  immunised  and  the  number 
given  a  reinforcing  injection  are  : — - 


Primary  Course 

Secondary  or  Reinforcing  Injection 
(i.e.  subsequent  to  complete  full  course) 

Age  at  date  of  Final  Injection 

Under  5 

5—14 

Total 

322 

43 

365 

292 

A  scheme  is  in  force  for  the  immunisation  of  children  up  to 
four  years  of  age  against  Whooping  Cough.  The  scheme  is  on  the 
same  lines  as  for  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 
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Number  of  children  who  received  a  full  course  of  immunisation 


Under  6  months 

6  months 
to  1  year 

1  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  3 

3  and  under  4 

19 

200 

58 

13 

9 

Section  27. — Ambulance  Service. 

The  details  in  the  following  table  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  and  relate  to  the  work  carried  out 
at  the  Depot  situate  in  Keighley  during  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1956. 


Number  of  Patients  conveyed  . 

Number  of  miles  run  by  County  Vehicles  ... 
Number  of  journeys  involved 

22,692 

118,377 

8,160 

Analysis  of  Calls  made  on  Depot 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Transfers 

Out-Patients  ... 

Accident  Patients 

2,913 

1,384 

518 

17,265 

612 

Total  ... 

22,692 

Male 

Female 

9,811 

12,881 

Total  ...  ...  ••  . 

22,692 

Analysis  of  Types  of  Cases  Conveyed 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Child . 

Baby 

5,032 

17,660 

1,612 

287 

Section  28 — Prevention  of  illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

Loan  Equipment 

Various  items  of  loan  equipment  are  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  the  items  generally  required  are  air-rings,  bed-pans, 
bedrests  and  mackintosh  sheets.  The  list  of  loan  equipment  main¬ 
tained  in  the  Division  is  as  set  out  below  :- 


Air  Rings 
Air  Half-Beds 
Bed  Blocks 
Bed  Cradles 
Bed  Pans 
Bed  Rests 
Chiropody  Clippers 
Crutches 


Feeding  Cups 
Hot  Water  Bottles 
Mackintosh  Sheets 
Michel  Clip  Removers 
Sputum  Mugs 
Steam  Kettles 
Urinals 
Wheel  Chairs. 
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Convalescent  Home  Treatment 

Arrangements  are  made  on  receipt  of  a  medical  certificate  from 
the  patient’s  own  doctor.,  and  where  no  actual  treatment  is  required, 
to  provide  Convalescent  Home  Treatment.  Travel  arrangements  are 
made  by  the  department,  and  patients  are  required  to  pay  a  proportion 
of  the  cost  in  accordance  with  their  financial  circumstances. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  during  the  year. 


Undt 

:r  1  year — Months 

?e  Groups 

Y  ears 

Total 

Ali 

Ages 

Vaccinated 

Male 

Female 

-1 

1-2 

3-6 

7-12 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6  and 
over 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

13 

19 

24 

Total 

— 

— 

6 

5 

3 

5 

3 

4 

17 
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T uberculosis — Extra  Nourishment 
On  receipt  of  a  recommendation  from  the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
2  pints  of  milk  per  day  are  made  available  to  the  patient  free  of 
charge.  Details  of  the  action  taken  under  the  provisions  of  this 


scheme  are  given  in  the  following  table:  - 

(a)  Number  of  patients  receiving  extra  nourishment 

on  1st  January,  1955  ...  ...  ...  47 

(b)  Number  of  patients  granted  extra  nourishment 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(c)  Number  of  grants  discontinued  ...  ...  ...  37 

(d)  Number  of  patients  receiving  extra  nourishment 

on  31st  December,  1955  ...  ...  ...  4.3 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  residents  of  the  Borough 
who  made  their  first  attendance  for  treatment  during  the  year  at 
clinics  held  within  the  Geographical  County.  It  is  worthy  of  note, 
hoewver,  that  for  every  discovered  case  who  attends  for  treatment, 
it  is  estimated  that  there  is  at  least  one  case  undiscovered. 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea  Other  Conditions  Total 

73  43  53 

Section  29 — Domestic  Help  Service 

The  demand  from  old  people  for  help  in  the  home  exceeds  that 
from  any  other  section  of  the  population;  it  should  be  noted  that 
many  old  people  live  alone  and  are  semi -invalids.  Close  liaison 
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exists  between  the  department  and  the  Hospital  for  the  chronic 
sick  and  early  discharges  are  made  possible  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  a  Home  Help  will  be  attending  in  the  home. 

The  service  progressed  steadily  throughout  the  year,  and  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  table,  provided  assistance  in  many  homes 
for  the  reasons  specified. 


Classification  of  case.  No.  of  cases. 

No.  of  hours  employed 

Maternity  (including  Expectant 

Mothers) 

30 

2169 

Tuberculosis 

2 

124 

Chronic  Sick  (including 

Aged  Infirm) 

249 

22368 

Others 

22 

674 

Totals 

303 

25335 

Nursery  and  Child  Minders*  Regulation  Act,  1948 

There  are  no  Nurseries  or  Daily  Minders  in  the  Division 
registered  under  the  above  Act. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  Registered  Nursing  Homes 
in  the  area. 


No.  of 

beds  provided 

First 

Registration 

No.  of 
inspections 

Name  &  Address  Maternity  Other 

Registered 

Cancelled 

during  year 

The  Nursing  Home, 

58,  Devonshire  St., 

Keighley  ...  ...  —  5 

14/7/48 

2 

Ivy  Bank  Nursing 

Home,  62  Highfield 

Lane,  Keighley  ...  —  3 

13/3/46 

2 

Sunny  Bank  Nurs¬ 
ing  Home,  Braith- 
waite,  Keighley  ...  —  6 

20/1/54 

_____ 

2 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

In  conjunction  with  the  Welfare  Department  inspections  of  the 
undermentioned  properties  which  are  situate  within  the  Borough  and 
are  Registered  Disabled  and  Old  People’s  Homes,  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 


Address  of  Premises  ^  ear  of  _  No.  of  places 

Registration  provided 

23,  Ash  Mount,  Keighley .  1951  5 

Keighley  and  District  Home  for  the 

Blind,  Scott  Street,  Keighley  ...  1952  13 
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3.— SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  HOSPITAL 
MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 

Hospitals  Provided 

The  Hospitals  in  this  area  are  administered  by  the  Bingley, 
Keighley,  Skipton  and  Settle  Hospital  Management  Committee,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  accordance  with 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

A  list  of  the  Hospitals  managed  by  this  Committee  is  set  out 
hereunder: — 

Keighley  and  District  Victoria  Hospital, 

Skipton  General  Hospital. 

Bingley  Hospital. 

St.  John’s  Hospital,  Fell  Lane,  Keighley. 

Morton  Banks  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Keighley. 

Harden  Bridge  Hospital. 

Cawder  Ghyll  Maternity  Hospital,  Skipton. 

Raikeswood  Hospital,  Skipton. 

Castleburg  Hospital,  Settle. 

Institutional  Midwifery 

An  allocation  to  admit  up  to  40  patients  per  month  has  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Division,  selection  of  cases  being  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  Ministry  Circular  RHB  (51)  74.  The  follow¬ 
ing  information  with  regard  to  Institutional  Births  which  has  been 
compiled  from  local  birth  returns  is  in  respect  of  children  born  to 
mothers  normally  resident  in  the  Division,  irrespective  of  the  place 
of  birth. 

Live.  Still. 

Born  in  (a)  Hospitals  ...  ...  196  6 

(b)  Maternity  Homes  ...  383  9 

(c)  Nursing  Homes...  ...  21  1 


Total 


600 


16 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND 
CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


40 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each  of  the 
’'notifiable”  diseases  originally  notified  during  the  year,  together  with 
the  final  numbers  after  correction. 


Age  Group 

Scarlet  Fever 

M.  F. 

Whooping 

Cough 

M.  F. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

M.  F. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non- 

Paralytic) 

M.  F. 

Measles 

M.  F.  ‘ 

Dip  htheria 

M.  F. 

Numbers  originally 
notified  (All  ages) 

13 

21 

5 

8 

1 

— 

— 

4 

601 

606 

— 

— . 

Final  numbers  after 
correction  : 

Under  1  year 

2 

13 

13 

1 — 2  years 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

117 

124 

— _ 

— 

3 — 4  years 

3 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

206 

176 

— 

-  • 

5 — 9  years 

6 

12 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

256 

281 

— - 

— 

10 — 14  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

- - - 

-  ■ 

1 5 — 24  years 

— 

• — 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

- — 

2 

2 

3 

- — 

— -  - 

25  and  over 

- — 

2 

- — 

- — - 

- — 

— 

— 

- - - 

1 

1 

« - 

— -  - 

Age  unknown 

_ 

“  " 

9 

3 

' 

- - - 

Total  (All  ages) 

13 

21 

5 

8 

1 

- — 

- — 

3 

601 

606 

— 

— 

Age  Group 

Ac. 

Pneumonia 

M.  F. 

Dysentery 

M.  F. 

Acute  encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

M.  F. 

Meningococca 

infection 

M.  F. 

Infective 

M.  F. 

Post- 

infectious 

M.  F. 

Numbers  originally 

notified  (All  ages) 

16 

19 

6 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Final  numbers  after 

correction  : 

Under  5  years 

6 

8 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

-  - 

5 — 14  years 

1 

4 

4 

5 

15 — 44  years 

2 

2 

— 

2 

45 — 65  years 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

- - 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

~ 

2 

■ 

— 

■ - 

— 

■ - 

■ - 

— 

- * 

Total  (All  ages) 

16 

19 

5 

9 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

I 


Number  Originally 
Notified 


Number  after 
Correction 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


3 


3 
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Admissions  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 


u 1 2 * *  Sj\out  ^How  are  details  of  the  originally  notified  cases  of 
1 notifiable  ”  disease  which  were  admitted  to  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals. 


Dysentery 

...  10 

Encephalitis,  Acute 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  3 

Measles 

...  10 

Food  Poisoning 

...  3 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  25 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  ..  3 


Food  Poisoning 


There  were  seven  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the 
year;  the  diagnosis  of  five  of  these  cases  was  confirmed. 


Smallpox 

I  am  indeed  happy  to  be  able  to  record  that  once  again  not  one 
case  Smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year.  It  is,  however,  worthy 
of  note  that  the  last  case  in  this  area  occurred  in  1930,  in  which  year 
8  cases  were  notified. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
occurrence  and  follow-up  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 
during  the  year. 

(1)  Total  No.  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  cases  in  which: 

(a)  Vision  was  lost  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ...  — 


New  Claims  to  Sickness  Benefit 

The  fluctuation  in  the  weekly  figure  of  the  total  number  of  new 
claims  to  sickness  benefit,  compiled  in  the  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry 
of  National  Insurance,  gives  some  indication  of  the  general  health  of 
the  population,  notably  in  the  progress  of  seasonal  or  epidemic 
influenza.  The  weekly  number  of  new  claims  to  sickness  benefit 
received  at  the  Keighley  office  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance 
is  supplied  by  the  Regional  Controller  through  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  figures  in  respect  of  May  to  September  in¬ 
clusive  weie  well  below  average,  whilst  the  figures  during  the  winter 
months,  although  considerably  higher,  did  not  indicate  anything  out  of 
the  ordinary.  There  was,  however,  a  significant  drop  in  the  number 
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of  claims  received  during  the  holiday  periods,  namely  Easter,  Whit 
suntide,  Keighley  Feast  Week  and  August  Bank  Holiday. 


Library  Books 

During  the  year  32  books  which  had  been  in  contact  with  cases 
of  “  notifiable”  disease  were  disinfected;  30  were  dealt  with  for  the 
Keighley  Public  Library  and  2  for  local  circulating  libraries. 


Disinfection  of  Houses 

Private  dwelling  houses  in  which  a  case  of  “  notifiable  ”  disease 
is  resident  is  disinfected  either  on  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  an 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  or  on  the  completion  of  the  patient’s 
isolation  at  home.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  scheme,  41  houses 
were  disinfected  during  the  year. 


Mass  Radiography 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Keighley  during  the  year 
and  the  following  table  sets  out  the  results  obtained. 


Number 

Examined 

Abnormalities  Discovered 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

Active 

Inactive 

Other 

1355 

— 

10 

1  14 

24 

The  non-tuberculosis  abnormalities  are  classified  as  follows: 

Conditions  Ho. 

Anatomical  Abnormalities — Congenital  ...  ...  1 

Bacteria  or  Virus  Pulmonary  Infections  .  1 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  3 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis’  Non  Tuberculous  ...  ...  5 

Pneumoconiosis  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Benign  Neoplasms  of  Lungs  and  Mediastinum 
Pleural  Thickening  ...  ...  •  ••  •••  1 

Abnormalities  of  Diaphragm  and  Oesophagus  ...  1 

Non-Classified  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 


Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  with  regard  to  cases 
on  tne  register  during  the  year. 
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Number  of  cases  on  Register 

1st  January,  1955 

Number  of  cases  added  to  Register 
during  the  year 

Respiratory  !  Non-Respiratorv 
M.  |  F.  |  M.  |  F.  ' 

Respiratory 

M.  |  F. 

Non-Respiratory 
M.  |  F. 

182  1  l22  1  48  |  32  |  24  |  14  J 

6  I  5 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  during  year 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register,  31st  December,  1955 

Respiratory  |  Non-Respiratory 

M.  |  F.  |  M.  |  F. 

Respiratory 

M.  |  F. 

Non-Respiratory 
M.  |  F. 

10  !  8  1  1  1  —  i  196  I  128 

53  |  37 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  formal  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  received,  new  cases  found  other  than  by  formal  notifi¬ 
cation  and  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  and  discharged  from 
Sanatoria. 


Formal  Notifications. 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following 
report: — 

STAFF  ORGANISATION 

The  staff  consists  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  five  District  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors  and  one  Junior  Pupil  and  one  Lady  Clerk.  A  van 
driver,  rodent  operative  is  of  general  service  to  all  concerned.  Each 
Inspector  has  a  district  on  which  he  is  charged  with  all  statutory 
duties  of  his  office.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  supervises  the  work, 
makes  statutory  and  other  reports  to  and  applies  the  policy  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Each  inspector  (one  exception)  is  appointed  by  the  Watch  Com¬ 
mittee  under  the  Shops  Act  1950,  and  by  the  Health  Committee  along 
with  Sergeants  and  Inspectors  of  Police  as  Inspectors  under  the  Dis¬ 
eases  of  Animals  Act. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Chief  Shops  Act 
inspector  and  is  appointed  by  the  Health  Committee  along  with 
Sergeants  and  Inspectors  of  Police  as  Inspectors  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Act. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Abattoir  Superintendent, 
and  Certifying  Officer  under  the  Housing  Improvement  Grants 
Scheme  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

The  supervision  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough 
relate  to  a  very  wide  held  of  duties  all  of  which  are  statutory  in  origin. 
The  following  pages  indicate  the  scope  of  this  work  in  a  tabular  or 
factual  manner.  Behind  all  these  prosaic  statistics  are  many  of  the 
individual  economic  problems  of  the  citizen  in  conducting  his  life, 
his  business,  and  his  pleasures. 

WATER 

The  Water  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  inform¬ 
ation. 

Average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population 
within  the  Borough  for  the  year  1955  for  all  purposes — 43.34  gallons; 
for  trade  purposes  metered  17.8  gallons;  and  for  domestic  and  un¬ 
metered  trade  purposes  25.54  gallons. 

The  following  Mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 


Braithwaite  Housing  Estate 
Holmwood  Road 
Durrance  Street 
Raglan  Street  . . . 

Westburn  Avenue 
A4ackinstone  Lane 
Marsh — Oxenhope 
Goose  Eye 
Oldfield 
Cooke  Lane 
Brunswick  Street 


6in. 

4in. 

3in. 

yards 

yards 

yards 

1409 

'374 

65 

85 

25 

137 

108 

71 

208 

2m. 

yards 


20 


80 

67 


108  1556  965 


20 
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Plumbo  Solvency  Samples 


Supply 

Date  Sample 
Collected 

Approx, 
length 
of  lead 
service 
pipe 

Result 

—pH 

value 

of  Examination 

Lead  Content 
(grains  per  gal.) 

Keighley  M.B, 

Water  Shed  dies. 

After  standing  in  pipe 

for  measured  period 

9.  3.55 

20ft. 

7.0 

Nil 

of  half-an-hour 

11.10.55 

30ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

After  standing  in  pipe 

9.  3.55 

20ft. 

7.0 

Nil 

all  night 

Sladen  Valley  via 
Bracken  Bank 

Storage  Reservoir. 
After  standing  in  pipe 

11.10.55 

30ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

for  a  measured  period 

9.  3.55 

15ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

of  half-an-hour 

6.10.55 

15ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

After  standing  in  pipe 

9.  3.55 

15ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

all  night 

6.10.55 

15ft. 

7.6 

Nil 

There  are  still  private  water  supplies,  particularly  in  connection 
with  farm  premises,  which  have  been  frequently  sampled.  Users  are 
advised  as  to  necessary  precautions  where  the  index  of  pollution  in¬ 
dicated  this  as  desirable.  Such  premises  are  outside  the  present 
economic  possibility  of  having  a  suitable  alternative  wholesome  supply 
laid  on  from  the  town’s  mains. 


Water  Supply 

In  co-operation  with  the  Water  Engineer  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  211  samples  of  town’s  water  in  its  various  stages  of 
collection,  storage  and  distribution  were  examined  bacteriologically 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Chemical  tests  covering  the  whole  of  the  supply  indicates  the 
freedom  from  lead  carbonates. 

Water  Supply  Subsidies  to  mains  extensions  in  outer  districts 
detailed  in  1954  now  amount  to  £800  per  annum.  This  sum  could 
be  reduced  considerably  if  more  properties  were  connected  to  the 
certified  supply.  Examination  of  this  position  is  required  in  1956 
when  the  Powers  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  can  be  applied  to  compel 
owners  of  occupied  houses  to  provide  a  wholesome  supply  of  water 
in  pipes  to  their  property  subject  to  a  maximum  cost  of  £20  per  house. 
Farmers  and  stockkeepers  can  have  financial  assistance  in  providing 
water  supplies  to  their  lands  and  buildings. 
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WATER  SUBSIDY  OUTER  DISTRICTS 
Pickles  Hill  and  Hob  Cote 


(Part  of  Oldfield  Scheme)  Year  1954/55. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Contributions  towards  cost  of  water  main 

100 

18 

9 

Less  Revenue  ... 

16 

15 

0 

84 

3 

9 

Upper  Marsh  Scheme — Year  1951/55* 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main 

123 

14 

0 

Less  Revenue  ... 

26 

2 

7 

97 

11 

5 

Goose  Eye  Scheme — Year  1954/55 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main 

106 

12 

0 

Less  Revenue  ... 

14 

18 

3 

91 

13 

9 

Cackleshaw,  Oakworth — Year  1954/55. 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main 

34 

10 

0 

Less  Revenue  ... 

19 

13 

9 

14 

16 

3 

Tansy  End,  Horkinstone  &  Leeming  Lane — Year  1954/55 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main 

242 

16 

0 

Less  Revenue  ... 

18 

16 

10 

223 

19 

2 

Newsholme-— Year  1954/55. 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main 

136 

0 

0 

Less  Revenue  ... 

1 

1 

8 

134 

18 

4 

Holme  House,  Green  Sykes  &  Spring  Wells — Year  1954/55 

Contribution  towards  cost  of  water  main  ...  225  0  0 

Less  Revenue  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2  10  11 


222  9  1 
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1  he  Highfield,  Oakworth  district  continues  to  have  an  inadequate 
water  supply  by  means  of  an  ancient  private  main  intermittently  con¬ 
veying  towns  water  to  the  seven  properties  jointly  involved.  This 
problem  contains  so  many  legal  and  financial  complexities  together 
with  personal  interests  and  personalities  that  only  a  decision  at  Ministry 
level  can  resolve  the  situation. 

The  withholding  of  this  consent  is  contrary  to  the  Ministry 
policy  of  allowing  works  designed  to  protect  public  health  even  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  financial  stringency. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

I  here  has  ben  no  evidence  of  serious  river  or  stream  pollution 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE,  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  five  sewage  disposal  works  are  fully  described  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1938. 

1,100  yards  of  new  sewer  were  laid  during  the  year. 

The  district  of  Laycock  needs  a  sewerage  system  in  order  to  abate 
frequently  occurring  nuisance  and  offensiveness  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  residents  in  this  area.  Town’s  water  has  been  laid  to  the 
area,  and  as  a  consequence  the  volume  of  sewage  has  increased  and 
overtaxes  the  existing  obsolete  and  improvised  cesspools  and  sumps. 
The  residents  of  Laycock  are  keen  to  modernise  their  houses.,  but  their 
schemes  of  improvements  are  having  to  be  deferred  by  the  local 
authority  because  of  the  absence  of  proper  means  of  sewage  disposal. 

The  Laycock  Village  sewerage  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  but  consent  to  carry  out 
works  has  been  withheld  although  the  scheme  has  received  approval. 

1,070  yards  of  sewer  extension  to  drain  Upper  Marsh,  Oxenhope 
has  been  completed  during  1955.  This  has  abated  the  nuisance 
arising  from  previous  drainage  arrangements. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AND 
REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION 

Number  of  Water  Closets  (including  Trough  Closets)  ...  25,256 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,568 

Number  of  Pail  Tub  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  526 

Total  Number  of  Closets  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  27,350. 

Inspections  were  made  regarding  sanitary  and  refuse  accommod¬ 
ation,  in  connection  with  which  the  following  improvements  were 
effected. 
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6 1  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets. 

25  Water  Closets  repaired  or  renewed. 

195  Water  Close's  were  provided  for  new  houses. 

431  Premises  were  provided  with  regulation  dustbins  in  lieu 
of  unsatisfactory  refuse  receptacles. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 

Total  number  of  premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  3,254 

Total  inspections  for  nuisances  —  Dwellings  ...  ...  1,924 

Others  ...  ...  886 

Total  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  383 

Number  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Inspections  and  re-visits  for  other  Statutory  Purposes  — 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,407 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  ■  •  •  •  699 

Number  of  Sanitary  Improvements  effected  at  premises 

controlled  by  Public  Health  and  other  Legislation  ...  540 

Number  of  interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  922 


NOTICES  SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH 


Notices 

Served 

Notices  complied  with 
(including  matters 
brought  forward 
from  1953) 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Acts  ... 

74 

9 

47 

2 

Housing  Acts 

39 

12 

10 

7 

Factories  Act 

1 

— 

- - 

- ~ 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Shops  Act 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Keighley  Corporation  Acts  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ... 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

West  Riding  County  Council 

(General  Powers  Act,  1951)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

RE  HOUSING 

During  the  year  243  Housing  Investigations  were  carried  out 
and  special"  recommendations  in  certain  cases  were  forwarded  to  the 
appropriate  committee. 

Since  the  operation  of  the  Act,  4,985  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  the  "  permitted  number  ”  by  the  Department. 
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HOUSING  SLUM  CLEARANCE  AND  REPAIRS 

I  he  Housing  Act  1949  and  the  Repair  and  Rent  A c*~  1954 
presages  a  resumption  of  Slum  Clearance  by  local  authorities,  and 
provides  some  rental  increase  incentive  to  property  owners  to  resume 
essential  repairs  to  dwelling-houses.  The  Acts  also  provide  for  the 
issue  of  Rent  Restriction  Certificates  in  those  instances  where  the 
landlord  proposes  to  increase  the  rent  and  where  the  tenant  opposes 
the  increase  on  the  grounds  that  his  house  does  not  conform  to  a 
prescribed  standard  of  habitability.  Up  to  the  end  of  1955  very  few 
owners  had  availed  themselves  of  the  permitted  increase  of  rent,  and 
only  one  tenant  had  formally  applied  for  a  Rent  Restriction  Certificate. 
Numerous  enquiries  from  property  owners  left  one  with  the  impression 
that  the  rental  increase  incentive  was  not  financially  attractive 
to  them.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  considerable  evidence  of  tenants 
and  landlords  mutually  agreeing  to  effect  repairs  and  improvements 
on  a  financial  basis  whereby  the  tenant  agreed  to  pay  the  statutory 
S  pei  cent,  rental  increase  for  works  of  improvement  and  shared 
with  the  owner  the  costs  of  works  of  repair. 

The  resumption  of  slum  clearance  meant  a  survey  review  of  the 
town  in  general,  and  in  particular  those  areas  originally  listed  in 
1939  (comprising  1,400  houses)  as  so  inherently  defective  or  so 
seriously  neglected  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Since  the  delegation  of  financial  grant  powers  to  local  authorities 
there  is  evidence  of  increasing  use  of  the  benefits  of  the  Housing  Acts 
1949  and  1954  for  this  purpose. 

This  type  of  work  affords  great  satisfaction  to  the  beneficiaries 
and  to  all  who  witness  the  uplifting  effect  of  the  provision  of  such 
essential  necessities  as  a  bathroom  with  hot  and  cold  water  circulation, 
an  indoor  toilet,  wash  basin,  new  and  improved  fireplaces.,  food  larders', 
removal  of  causes  of  dampness  and  unsightliness.  These  improvements 
nave  obviously  been  the  ambition  of  the  tenants  for  years  and  now 
have  been  made  more  immediately  possible  by  the  financial  assistance 
authorised  by  the  Housing  Act  1954.  The  applications  for  improve¬ 
ment  grants  was  further  stimulated  in  1955,  177  schemes  were  passed, 
and  1 4 1  completed.  Loan  sanction  of  £30,000  is  authorised  for  orant 
purposes. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  solely 
used  by  men,  both  of  which  were  inspected  on  12  separate  occasions. 

These  houses  are  ancient  improvisations  and  do  not  now  conform 
to  a  reasonable  standard  of  accommodation  suitable  for  the  changing 
type  of  occupier  lodger  using  such  premises.  The  Old  type^  of 
vagrant  lodger  has  become  almost  extinct  and  is  replaced  by  a  regular 


52 


labouring  class  type  who  cannot  afrotd  the  higher  rate  of  lodging  and 
subsistence  demanded  at  private  houses. 

There  is  evidence  of  demand  for  a  modern  municipal  hostel  to 
accommodate  a  population  of  approximately  100  working  and  retired 
men  who  have  not  been  used  to  the  conditions  charateristic  of  the 
common  lodging  houses  of  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  century. 


SITES  FOR  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Ten  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  subject  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  being  borught  up  to  the  standard  specified  in 
the  licences. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Routine  smoke  observations  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year,  97  observations  were  made,  resulting  in  24  cautions,  together 
with  one  statutory  notice  being  issued. 

Investigations  into  the  causes  of  excessive  smoke  emission  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  : 

(a)  Unsuitable  burning  appliances  having  regard  to  the  load 

to  be  carried. 

(b)  To  defects  which  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the 

plant,  or 

(c)  Insufficient  skill  in  stoking. 

The  last  category  was  by  far  the  commonest.  There  is  no  doubt 
at  all  that  a  competent  stoker  will  save  his  and  his  employer  s  weight 
in  gold  and  coal,  given  reasonable  working  conditions.  By  this  is 
meant  freedom  from  numerous  other  distracting  jobs,  a  view  of  the 
chimney  top  from  the  boiler  house,  proper  maintenance  of  draught 
mechanism  and  boiler  plant,  and  flues  to  reduce  leakages  of  air  into 
the  draught  system  which  chill  the  temperature  of  the  furnace  and 
reduce  combustion  efficiency.  Other  mechanical  causes  of  bad  pei- 
formance  were  due  to  absence  of  economiser  units  which  result  in  a 
chilled  feed  water  to  the  boiler  and  consequent  increased  fuel  con¬ 
sumption  to  maintain  steam  pressure. 

Many  steam  raising  plants  are  highly  inefficient  due  to  neglect 
of  maintenance  and  to  obsolescence  of  design  for  the  load  they  have  to 
take.  The  owners  of  such  plant  are  warned  that  their  only  defence 
in  the  event  of  legal  proceedings  for  excessive  smoke  emission  is  the 
one  of  having  used  the  best  practicable  means.  Under  the  circumstances 
noted  in  many  plants  such  a  plea  would  be  rejected. 

Expert  assessment  of  a  steam  raising  plant’s  deficiencies  is  now 
available  through  the  Area  Engineer  of  the  National  Industrial  Fuel 
Efficiency  Service,  20/22,  St.  Paul’s  Street,  Leeds,  1, 
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In  May,  1954,  as  a  result  of  Parliamentary  decision,  the  respons¬ 
ibility  for  industrial  fuel  efficiency  was  handed  over  by  the  Ministry 
of  Fuel  and  Power  to  a  non  profit-making  organisation — The  National 
Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service — who  maintain  a  staff  of  engineers, 
make  surveys,  offer  advice  to  industrialists. 

Such  service  and  advice  are  confidential  to  the  two  parties  con¬ 
cerned.  The  local  authority,  who  have  statutory  powers  of  enforcing 
abatement  of  smoke  nuisances,  operate  independently  of  the  Efficiency 
Service. 

It  is  now  officially  stated  that  the  common  excuse  of  poor  quality 
fuel  in  smoke  emission  cases  is  used  without  foundation.  There  is 
no  reason  why  the  fuels  supplied  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  after 
consultation  with  the  user,  should  not  burn  satisfactorily  and  with 
a  minimum  of  smoke. 

SOOT  DEPOSIT  GAUGES 

Twelve  monthly  deposits  collected  in  gauges  situate  at  Low 
Bridge,  Public  Abattoir,  Public  Library  and  Oldfield,  are  as  follows  : 
204  ton  per  sq.  mile,  146  tons  per  sq.  mile,  196  tons  per  sq  mile, 
and  118  ton  per  sq.  mile  respectively. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Sixty-six  inspections  were  made  of  Food  Premises. 

The  precautions  outlined  in  previous  reports  are  still  beng  brought 
to  the  attention  of  food  trades  and  their  personnel  generally. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  83  bakehouses  in  the  district,  of  which  six  are  base¬ 
ment  bakehouses  licensed  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


MEAT  SUPPLY 

On  the  4th  July,  1954,  derationing  of  meat  became  effective, 
and  the  abattoir  became  populated  with  traders  who  rejoiced  in  their 
reinstated  freedom  to  buy  and  sell  according  to  their  own  judgment 
and  customers’  demands.  The  routine  of  throughput  changed  entirely 
from  that  of  a  steady,  twice  weekly  allocation  under  the  Ministry 
of  Food  organisation  to  that  of  an  intensive  and  concentrated  slaughter¬ 
ing  of  all  classes  of  animals  during  the  days  of  Saturday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  As  a  result  of  that  change  of  incidence  of  throughput  the 
following  representation  was  addressed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  their  support  of  a  loan  sanction  of  £20,000 
to  enlarge  the  lairage  and  cooling  hall  accommodation. 
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Statement  in  support  of  the  Proposed  Additional  Lairage  and 
Cooling  Hall  Accommodation,  Public  Abattoir, 
Borough  of  Keighley. 


1954  Slaughtering  Figures, 


W/E. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

July 

9th 

(64) 

111 

(163) 

256 

(27) 

52 

8 

16th 

(64) 

89 

(180) 

303 

(51) 

58 

3 

23rd 

(71) 

78 

(178) 

309 

(25) 

43 

2 

30th 

(31) 

82 

(44) 

338 

(4) 

49 

— 

Aug. 

6th 

(65) 

91 

(230) 

359 

(30) 

62 

7 

13th 

(75) 

97 

(228) 

435 

(26) 

66 

4 

20th 

(78) 

111 

(261) 

534 

(38) 

63 

5 

27th 

(87) 

144 

(287) 

549 

(41) 

75 

5 

Sept. 

3rd 

(80) 

137 

(264) 

526 

(37) 

71 

8 

10th 

(89) 

152 

(259) 

494 

(46) 

66 

4 

17  th 

(85) 

143 

(392) 

480 

(60) 

93 

9 

24th 

(88) 

155 

(260) 

490 

(53) 

106 

4 

Oct. 

1st 

(87) 

150 

(285) 

486 

(61) 

109 

6 

8th 

(91) 

177 

(264) 

484 

(75) 

121 

11 

15  th 

(94) 

184 

(280) 

485 

(62) 

122 

7 

22nd 

(91) 

106 

(298) 

454 

(63) 

114 

9 

29th 

(92) 

164 

(273) 

440 

(71) 

127 

5 

Nov. 

5th 

(90) 

204 

(282) 

585 

(91) 

134 

7 

12th 

(88) 

202 

(284) 

529 

(81) 

132 

9 

19th 

(92) 

174 

(245) 

514 

(101) 

134 

11 

26th 

(94) 

169 

(238) 

462 

(105) 

154 

7 

Dec. 

3rd 

(86) 

161 

(219) 

431 

(104) 

172 

8 

10th 

(87) 

135 

(201) 

402 

(HO) 

162 

8 

17th 

(86) 

183 

(173) 

325 

(118) 

374 

8 

24th 

(42) 

98 

(171) 

254 

(132) 

315 

1 

31st 

112 

(1) 

263 

— 

36 

1 

1955. 

Jan. 

7th 

(87) 

161 

(129) 

281 

(90) 

130 

10 

14th 

(93) 

186 

(156) 

369 

(104) 

146 

5 

21st 

(84) 

168 

(189) 

288 

(100) 

148 

1 

28th 

(82) 

155 

(134) 

219 

(76) 

122 

— 

Feb. 

4th 

(73) 

126 

(123) 

166 

(109) 

138 

— 

11th 

(76) 

141 

(122) 

208 

(100) 

140 

3 

18th 

(80) 

138 

(119) 

191 

(133) 

176 

3 

26th 

(68) 

125 

(114) 

171 

(125) 

163 

2 

Mar. 

4th 

(64) 

119 

(110) 

159 

(99) 

126 

1 

11th 

(70) 

109 

(79) 

152 

(144) 

192 

6 

18th 

(75) 

116 

(86) 

139 

(116) 

167 

1 

25th 

(78) 

112 

(107) 

136 

(90) 

133 

5 

31st 

(78) 

116 

(119) 

163 

(102) 

131 

3 

Apr. 

8th 

(82) 

112 

(119) 

138 

(101) 

134 

9 

15  th 

(41) 

107 

(48) 

154 

(34) 

140 

— 

22nd 

(90) 

113 

(152) 

183 

(116) 

155 

— 

29th 

(91) 

128 

(129) 

199 

(109) 

142 

4 

May 

6th 

(92) 

122 

(126) 

183 

(117) 

145 

— 

13th 

(83) 

118 

(121) 

179 

(85) 

137 

2 

20th 

(83) 

117 

(119) 

202 

(108) 

147 

2 

27th 

(80) 

114 

(134) 

198 

(105) 

146 

1 

June 

3rd 

(47) 

101 

(92) 

203 

(54) 

119 

1 

10th 

(84) 

111 

(129) 

220 

(80) 

114 

2 

17th 

(89) 

111 

(128) 

232 

(90) 

124 

2 

23rd 

(85) 

111 

(174) 

257 

(77) 

100 

1 

30th 

(82) 

109 

(197) 

310 

(61) 

102 

1 

The 

figures 

in  parenthesis 

indicate 

the  numbers 

slaughtered  on 

Mondays 
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Lairage.  The  lairage  for  cattle,  although  good  in  construction  and 
design  lor  a  population  of  45  animals,  is  regularly  overcrowded  to  60 
or  more,  which  prevents  the  animals  resting  comfortably  prior  to 
slaughter.  During  the  seven  months  of  derationing  (which  incorpor¬ 
ates  the  annual  peak  period  of  slaughter)  untoward  losses  giving  rise 
to  complaints  of  the  following  nature  have  been  received.  These  are 
confirmed  by  official  observation. 

(1)  Occasional  loss  of  valuable  whole  animals  by  asphyxiation  due 
to  restriction  of  posture  and  overcrowding. 

(2)  Mutual  injury  to  horned  cattle  reducing  the  meat  content  and 
value  of  the  finished  carcases. 

(3 )  Exhausted  animals  (many  of  which  have  travelled  from  Ireland) 
killing  out  “  blue  ”  due  to  a  higher  than  normal  blood  retention. 

f4)  Tendency  by  the  wholesale  traders  to  monopolise  the  lairage  to 
the  exclusion  of  small  retail  traders.  Control  and  adjustment  of 
this  tendency  has  resulted  in  wholesalers  using  improvised  lair¬ 
age  as  and  where  procurable  in  the  district  to  the  detriment  of 
their  business  due  to  delays  and  increased  cost  of  interrupted 
transport. 

The  present  proposal  is  to  erect  within  the  abbattoir  additional 
accommodation  for  50  cattle. 

Cooling  Hall.  The  maximum  capacity  of  the  one  cooling  hall  is 
H5  cattle  and  200  sheep  or  pigs.  The  pig  slaughterhouse  is  unavoid  ¬ 
ably  also  used  as^  a  cooling  hall  when  there  is  a  maximum  demand  on 
the  normal  cooling  accommodation.  This  results  in  overcrowding, 
retarded  setting,  difficulties  of  proper  inspection  and  -certification  and 
likelihood  of  contamination  of  the  finished  carcase  due  to  retention  in 
a  steamy  pig  slaughter  house. 

The  cooling  hall  has  the  inherent  defect  of  having  too  closely 
positioned  overhead  runways  for  carcase  suspension  on  twin  bar 
runners.  Satisfactory  spacing  of  runways  would  reduce  the 
capacity  for  beef  carcases  by  approximately  half,  i.e.  85  to  50. 
There  is  an  unavoidable  overcrowding  of  carcases  giving  rise  to  diffi¬ 
culties  amounting  to  great  inconvenience  of  inspection  for  diseased 
conditions,  impossibility  of  proper  display  for  viewing  by  wholesalers 
and  their  prospective  customers  and  a  general  tendency  to  retarding 
of  rigor  mortis  and  inaccessibility  for  quartering  and  cutting  prior  to 
transport.  These  difficulties  are  very  real  and  intensive  by  reason  of 
their  frequent  coincidence.  Under  the  present  throughput,  and  in  the 
event  of  its  substantial  continuance  during  the  summer  months,  there 
is  considerable  danger  of  meat  taint  development  and  maximum 
carcase  and  offal  deterioration  due  to  blow  fly  depredations. 

The  present  proposal  is  to  build  an  additional  cooling  hall  with  a 
capacity  of  200  sides  of  beef  and  corresponding  perimeter  hanging 
facilities  for  sheep  and  calves. 
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This  provision  will  release  the  existing  cooling  hall  for  use  as  a 
general  cooling  hall  for  pigs,  sheep,  calves  and  beef  as  required, 
according  to  the  seasonal  demand.  Pre-war  Keighley  had  not  a  heavy 
frozen  or  chilled  meat  consumption  and  present  indications  are  that 
this  preference  for  home  produced  carcases  will  continue. 

The  proposed  12  feet  wide  passage  between  the  new  cooling  hall 
and  the  existing  slaughterhouse  will  relieve  the  congestion  of  carcase 
dressing  during  weekly  peak  periods.  The  eviscerated  whole  cai cases 
will  be  split  by  carcase  saw  and  finally  adapted  in  the  passage  prior 
to  inspection  in  association  with  their  identified  offals.  Expeditious 
removal  from  the  slaughterhouse  of  inedible  offals  and  parts  will  then 
be  possible.  The  generally  improved  lay-out  and  more  spacious 
accommodation  will  promote  much  better  hygienic  amenities  and 
increase  the  peak  and  total  slaughtering  and  dressing  facilities  for 
beasts  by  one  third  to  one  half. 

This  latter  point  is  of  considerable  importance,  as  many  of  the 
wholesale  butchers  have  expressed  a  desire  to  deal  with  increasing 
trade  demands  locally  and  in  districts  immediately  adjoining  Keighley, 
i.e.  Bingley,  Shipley,  Steeton,  Denholme,  Skipton,  Cross  Hills,  Sils- 
den,  Colne  and  Ilkley,  in  addition  to  business  in  more  distant  whole¬ 
sale  centres  such  as  the  Leeds,  Bradford  and  Smithficld  Markets,  all 
of  which  have  been  regularly  supplied  with  beef  and  lambs  during  the 
past  six  months.  Business  enquiries  have  had  to  be  deferred  owing 
to  limited  accommodation,  which  was  eventually  lost  by  the  whole¬ 
saler. 

The  implementation  of  the  present  proposals  will  enable  the 
Council  to  consider  the  question  of  closure  of  the  two  remaining 
private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough.  A  potential  third  small  priv¬ 
ate  slaughterhouse  authorised  by  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  hood 
will  probably  not  materialise.  At  the  present  time  the  prospective 
licence  holder  is  being  specially  accommodated  at  the  abattoir,  and 
in  fact  his  business  has  developed  into  that  of  a  small  whole¬ 
saler.  Other  local  businessmen  have  expressed  a  desire  for  more 
accommodation  in  order  to  effect  their  own  slaughtering  arrangements 
in  preference  to  buying  from  regional  wholesalers.  A  leading  whole¬ 
sale  firm  of  national  standing  have  expressed  an  interest  in  the  possible 
extension  now  proposed,  in  the  sense  that  it  will  enable  them  to 
slaughter  here  at  peak  and  other  periods  both  weekly  and  seasonally. 

Income.  Possible  sources  of  additional  income  are:— 

(1)  That  derived  from  anticipated  additional  throughput. 

(2)  General  increase  in  the  comprehensive  toll  for  lairage, 
stunning,  dressing  and  hanging. 

(3i  Institution  of  a  special  additional  charge  for  lairage  exceed¬ 
ing  one  day  and  night  (Sunday  excepted).  This  would 
make  acknowledgement  of  exceptional  use  of  lairage  by 
wholesalers  and  others  who  keep  their  stock  for  several  da\o 
by  reason  of  business  arrangements. 
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(4)  Special  charges  for  animals  slaughtered  outside  normal 
hours. 

(5)  Institution  of  a  “  Pitch  Rent”  for  wholesalers  who  request 
reservation  of  hanging  facilities  for  purposes  of  display  to 
prospective  buyers. 

Traders.  In  addition  to  three  recognised  established  whole¬ 
sale  traders  there  are  three  minor  wholesalers,  one  Co-operative  Soc¬ 
iety  consisting  of  14  retail  shops  and  21  other  private  users  of  the 
Abattoir.  There  are  70  butchers’  shops  in  the  Borough. 

Regionalisation.  The  scheme  now  submitted  approximates  to 
the  provisional  stage  11  development  indicated  in  the  report  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  in  1954  designed  to  cater  for  a  population  of 
137,000  consumers.  It  is  estimated  that  the  present  local  population 
catered  for  is  60  to  65,000. 
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Summary  of  Animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  at  the  Public 

Abattoir 


Cattle 

(excl. 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

3758 

2294 

153 

14831 

6317 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

3758 

2294 

153 

14831 

6317 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

1 

15 

4 

3 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

367 

575 

10 

344 

656 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

9.8% 

25% 

22.9% 

2.3% 

\0 

o  - 

o 

f—H  ! 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

6 

1 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

476 

450 

Nil 

Nil 

65 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

12.7% 

19.9% 

•67% 

Nil 

1.1% 

Nil 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcase  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Animals  killed  and  weight  in  lbs.  of  Unsound  Meat 

Surrendered 


Total 
No.  of 
Animals 
Killed 
and 

Insp’ted 

Whole 

Carcases 

Part 

Carcases 

Offal 

Total 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

T.B. 

Other 

Causes 

Cows 

2294 

2720 

383 

416 

510 

8460 

7679 

11596 

8572 

Other  Cattle 

3758 

1052 

— 

374 

10 

6561 

7326 

7987 

7336 

Sheep 

14831 

— 

592 

— 

14 

— 

2476 

— 

3082 

Pigs 

6317 

1112 

315 

106 

129 

2052 

3768 

3270 

4202 

Calves 

153 

87 

764 

" 

24 

10 

98 

798 

Total 

27353 

4971 

2054 

896 

687 

17073 

21259 

22950 

23990 
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We  ght  (in  lbs.)  of  Meat  Condemned  for  the  reasons  specified 


Disease 

Cows 

Other 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Abscess 

Actinomycosis  and  Actinobacillosis 
Acute  Swine  Erysipelas 
Angiomatosis 

Arthritis 

Cirrhosis 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

Enteritis 

Ill  Bled 

Immaturity 

Injury,  Bruising 

Johnne’s  Disease 

Lymphatic  Leukaemia 

Nephritis 

Oedema 

Parasitic  inc.  Distomatosis,  Ecc.: 

Vet.:  Strongyli 

Pericardites 

Pleurisy,  Pneumonic  Conditions 
and  Inflammation 

Pyaemia  and  Joint  Ill 

Septicaemia 

Septic  Arthritis 

Septic  Mastitis 

Septic  Metritis 

Tuberculosis 

222 

50 

188 

3441 

3 

93 

46 

10 

40 

500 

46 

91 

167 

3 

489 

500 

2133 

550 

11596 

552 

90 

5782 

60 

12 

91 

10 

11 

22 

270 

172 

264 

7987 

12 

2 

30 

18 

18 

377 

542 

2072 

11 

19 

10 

120 

42 

12 

399 

1202 

144 

115 

3 

58 

105 

3 

1850 

120 

3270 

101 

411 

14 

3 

179 

90 

97 

Totals 

20168 

15323 

3082 

7472 

895 
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Total  Weight  of  Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned. 


Types  of  Food  Condemned 

Weights 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

1 

1 

10 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

16 

.8 

1 

1  3 

Tinned  and  Fresh  Fruit 

Tinned  and  Fresh  Vegetables 

Tinned  Fish 

- — 

9 

Tinned  Milk 

Tinned  Soup 

■ — 

z, 

3 

24 

9 

Jam 

1 

12 

Currants 

Salad  Cream,  Sauces,  Sandwich  Spreads  and 
Pastes 

Cheese 

— 

— 

9 

3 

9 

1 

4 

9 

Dried  Milk 

Tomato  Juice 

— 

— 

Puddings 

Zs 

16 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

9 

22 

Bacon 

Fresh  Fish 

— 

— 

7 

1 

Butter 

Margarine 

U 

2 

2 

0 

17 

MILK  SUPPLY 

In  the  Borough  dealers’  licences  have  been  issued  as  follows:— 


Pasteurised 

42 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

34 

Sterilised 

104 

T.T.  Raw 

34 

In  addition  1  supplementary  licence  to  deal  in  Sterilised  and 
1  licence  to  pasteurise  T.T.  milk  have  also  been  issued. 
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No.  obtained  and  Milk  Sampling 

sent  to  County 
Laboratory  for 

Examination  Grade  of  milk  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

32  Tuberculin  Tested  32  — 


4  Pasteurised 

4 

- - 

12  Undesignated 

12 

— . 

Total  48 

48 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

List  of  Registered  Premises: — 

Prepared  ALeat  (Cooked) 

ACT 

139 

Fish  Friers 

47 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

22 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ... 

173 

Bakehouse  (Retail)  ... 

63 

Bakehouses  (Wholesale) 

45 

Food  Hawkers  and  Mobile  Shops  ... 

30 

Licensed  Houses 

61 

Butchers  Shops 

. 

70 

Other  Food  Shops  and  Warehouses  not  registerable 
but  subject  to  Sect.  13  Food  and  Drugs  Act... 

462 

Sampling  Powers 

Samples  of  the  following  classes  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst. 


Milk  (Formal) 

Milk  (Informal) 

Pork  Sausage  (Formal) 

Pork  Sausage  (Informal) 

Tomato  Pork  Sausage  (Informal) 

Beef  Sausage  (Formal) 

Beef  Sausage  (Informal) 

Beef  Sausage  Meat  (Informal) 

Meat  Paste  (Informal) 

Minced  Chicken  (Informal) 

Crab  Paste  (Informal) 

Salmon  Spread  (Formal) 

Salmon  Paste  Spread  (Informal) 
Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste  (Informal) 
Pure  Almond  Marzipan  (Informal) 
Ground  Almonds  (Informal) 
Dessicated  Coconut 
Synthetic  Cream  Powder  (Informal) 
Cream  (Informal) 

Ice  Cream  (Informal) 

Orange  Drink  (Informal) 

Malt  Vinegar  (Informal) 

Potted  Meat  (Informal) 

Fish  Paste  (Informal) 

Dressed  Crab  (Informal) 


No. 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

49 

49 

______ 

16 

15 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

4 

4 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

4 

4 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

5 

5 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 
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Adulterated  Samples  etc.: — 


Ref. 

Whether 

Nature  of  Adulteration  or 

No. 

Article 

Formal  or 
Informal 

Irregularity 

Observations 

98. 

Milk 

Informal 

Contained  3.8%  added  water 

Formal  re-sample 
genuine 

54. 

Salmon  Spread 

Informal 

Fish  content  51.3%.  Should  not 

Formal  sample 

be  less  than  70% 

genuine 

39. 

Tomato  Pork 

Formal 

Contained  56.7%  Meat.  Should' 

In  absence  of 

Sausage 

not  be  less  than  65% 

statutory 
standard  of  meat 

40. 

Beef  Sausage 

Formal 

Contained  43.3%  Meat.  Should 

content  no 

not  be  less  than  50% 

proceedings 

instituted 

41. 

Pork  Sausage 

Formal 

Contained  49.3%  Meat.  Should ^ 
not  be  less  than  65% 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

There  has  been  a  very  marked  improvement  generally  in  the 
welfare  provisions  at  factories  and  workshops  during  the  past  ten 
year.-..  I  he  war  years  and  post-war  years  promoted  an  ever- 
increasing  augmentation  of  male  and  female  labour  force  in  the  mills 
and  engineering  workshops  which  compelled  the  provision  of  better 
amenities,  including  canteens,  rest  rooms,  and  cleaner  and  lighter 
adaptations  of  unsatifactory  premises. 

It  is  noticeable  that  as  the  small  manufacturer’s  business  becomes 
incorporated  into  larger  combines,  so  does  the  attitude  towards  the 
awareness  and  provision  of  better  amenities  change.  In  fact  generally 
under  these  circumstances  the  legal  welfare  requirements  are  recog¬ 
nised  as  being  of  a  minimum  standard  only.  The  new  administrations 
accept  it  as  such,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  substantially  exceeding  the 
statutory  welfare  provisions.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
welfaic  piovisions  at  an  industrial  undertaking  are  an  attractant  to 
workers  these  days  in  the  category  of  the  pay  rate. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

Detailed  information  in  respect  of  the  Inspection  of  factories, 
together  with  defects  found,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Part  I  of  the  Act, 

1. —Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 


(1) 


Number 

on 

Number 

tegister 

I  inspections 

Written 

notices 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

of 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 


O')  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

( iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  . 


45  21 


541  54  10 


13 


Total 


599 


75 


10 
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Defects  found  in  Factories 


Number  of  Defects 


Referred  No.  of 

Particulars  Referred  bv  Prosecu- 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M.  H.M.  tions 

Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Inadequate  Ventilation  ... 
Unreasonable  Temp. 
Sanitary  Conveniences — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  Offences  .... 


6  —  5 

7  —  1 

1  —  1 

4  -  3 

2  —  1 

7—6 


Total 


21  21  —  17 


OUTWORKERS 

Lists  were  submitted  by  8  employers  showing  the  employment 
of  60  persons.  In  each  case  the  premises  were  visited  and  tounc. 

to  be  satisfactory. 
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RAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT* 

Number  of  registered  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  licenced  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


FIREGUARD  PROVISIONS  ACT. 

Number  of  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  \2 


FABRICS  MISDESCRIPTION  ACT. 

This  Act  prescribes  the  test  for  checking  the  advertised  claim  of 
inflammability  of  fabrics.  No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the 
year. 

FERTILISERS  AND  ANIMAL  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACTS. 

These  Acts  prescribe  the  statutory  statement  of  constituents  to  be 
indicated  on  the  above  commodities,  subject  to  5  per  cent,  variation 
tolerance.  No  infringement  of  the  Acts  were  noted  or  reported. 


HAIRDRESSERS,  BARBERS  AND  OTHER  PREMISES. 

Section  120  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Act,  1951,  is  in  operation  in  the  area  and  provides  that  no  person  shall 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  hairdresser  or  barber  on  any  premises  in  the 
district  unless  he  and  those  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority.  There  were  71  premises  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  1955. 

Observance  of  the  bye-laws  as  to  cleanliness  of  premises,  equip¬ 
ment  and  personnel  employed  was  reasonable.  No  complaints  from 
the  public  were  received  on  the  conduct  of  this  type  of  business.  Lady 
health  visitors  comment  on  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  ladies’  hair¬ 
dressing  establishments  in  the  borough. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACTS. 

The  above  Acts,  and  Orders  made  thereunder  set  out  the  legal 
requirements  with  regard  to  the  labelling,  with  the  country  of  origin, 
of  certain  imported  foods;  and  during  the  year  many  visits  were  made 
to  shops  and  market  stalls  to  ensure  compliance  with  their  provisions. 

Certain  contraventions  were  found,  but  all  were  remedied  when 
the  offences  were  pointed  out  to  the  vendors.  The  orders  were 
consistently  observed  during  1955. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Three  tanners  and  leather  dressers  are  of  such  long  standing  as 
to  be  outside  the  powers  of  period  licensing.  One  other  similar  trade 
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was  given  a  30  years’  period  licence  subsequent  to  extension  of  prem¬ 
ises  involving  heavy  capital  expenditure. 

A  long  established  fat  refiner,  bone  boilers,  etc.,  business  was  also 
made  the  subject  of  long  period  licensing  (20  years),  following 
extension  of  his  premises. 

The  tripe  boilers,  maggot  breeder  and  rag  and  bone  dealers  arc 
on  annual  licence. 

There  are  bye-laws  controlling  the  hygienic  conduct  of  all  the 
above  offensive  trades. 

Number  in  Borough  10,  comprising  4  Tanners  and  Leather 
Dressers,  2  Tripe  Boilers,  1  Bone  Boiler  and  Fat  Refiner,  1  Maggott 
Breeder  and  2  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers. 

Number  of  Inspections,  63.  - 

REPRESSION  OF  VERMIN. 

Rodent  Control  under  Direction  of  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  following  tables  give  the  adminisrative  and  operative  action 
taken  under  the  above  direction. 

The  post  of  Rodent  Operator  was  combined  with  that  of  Driver 
Disinfector. 


Administrative  Work. 

Number  of  visits  to  groups  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  104 


Work  of  Rodent  Operator. 

(a)  Business  and  Private  Premises. 

(1)  Number  of  Premises  treated  : 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  81 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  18 

(2)  Number  of  other  Investigations  re  Rat  Infestation  ...  106 

(b)  Corporation  Sewers. 

Sewers  throughout  the  whole  Borough  have  again  been  treated 
for  elimination  of  rats  on  two  separate  occasions. 

A  10%  Test  Bait  was  commenced  on  27th  June,  1955,  and 
completed  on  4th  July,  1955,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  extent 
and  locality  of  any  infestations. 

The  Test  Bait  revealed  that  some  localities  were  quite  clear,  whilst 
others  required  further  maintenance  treatment. 

A  Summary  of  the  work  done  is  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  manholes  baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  862 

(2)  Number  of  Manholes  where  Pre-Bait  taken  ...  ...  221 

(3)  Number  of  Manholes  where  Poison-bait  laid  ...  ...  221 
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The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  scheme  whereby  a  grant 
is  given  towards  the  local  authority  costs  of  general  repression  of  rats 
and  mice  at  municipal  and  domestic  premises  was  continued  throughout 
the  year.  This  arrangement  is  honoured  by  the  Ministry  provided  the 
local  authority  give  a  free  service  at  domestic  premises  and  maintain 
all  Corporation  undertakings  free  from  rodent  infestation.  Premises 
such  as  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  abattoirs,  trunk  and  subsidiary  sewers 
and  other  premises  are  frequently  treated  for  this  purpose. 

I  he  local  authority  have  powers  of  enforcement  of  rodent  destruc¬ 
tion  at  industrial  and  commercial  premises. 

Many  nrms  of  specialists  in  this  work  are  in  existence  whose 
services  are  readily  engaged  by  industrialists  and  others. 


Other  Vermin, 

Cockroaches.,  book-lice,  woodworm,  crickets,  house  and  blow  flies, 
clover  insects,  golden  spider,  beetles,  bees  and  wasps,  food  parasites 
of  the  families  of  Coleoptera  and  Lepidoptera  are  all  brought  under 
control  these  days  by  the  use  of  H.C.N.  Pot.  Cyanide,  D.D.T.,  and 
Gammexane  residual  powders,  common  washing  sodo  (clover  mites), 
and  Pyrethum.  The  public  are  advised  of  the  specific  remedy  in  each 
case. 

The  more  repulsive  infestations  by  bugs,  fleas  and  lice  are  officially 
regarded  as  an  indication  of  indifference  and  laziness  on  the  part  of 
tenants,  unless  the  victim  is  a  responsible  person  infested  by  "trekking" 
vermin  from  a  source  where  the  host  has  removed.  Use  of  commercial 
preparations,  plus  some  determination  and  persistence  of  treatment, 
quickly  disposes  of  these  conditions. 

21  inspections  were  made  of  28  verminous  premises. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 

1  he  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Council’s  Inspector  under 
these  Acts  and  senior  officers  of  the  Police  act  as  officers  of  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  purpose  of  granting  licences  and  other  administrative 
duties.  A  summary  of  action  taken  by  all  officers,  including  the  Divis¬ 
ional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  as 
follows  :  — 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

In  1955  there  were  6  suspected  cases,  which  were  not  confirmed. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

6  Form  "A”  Notices  were  served.  All  these  animals  were 
slaughtered. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

There  were  12  suspected  cases,  of  which  none  were  confirmed. 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  (Section  1). 

During  the  year  five  premises  were  licensed  for  use  as  pet  shops, 
subject  to  the  following  Conditions. 

Conditions  of  Licence* 

1.  No  animal  shall  be  displayed  in  a  cage,  hutch,  box  or 
other  receptacle  in  such  position  as  to  expose  it  to  interference  or 
annoyance  by  persons  or  animals. 

2.  Animals  shall  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation  suit¬ 
able  as  respects  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

3.  Animals  shall  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food  and 
drink  and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable  intervals. 

4.  Animals  and  stock  shall  not  be  placed  or  kept  in  or  outside 
the  shop  so  as  to  render  ingress  and  agress  difficult  in  case  of  fire 
or  other  emergency. 

5.  The  licensee  shall  ensure  that  a  responsible  person  shall  at 
all  times  be  in  or  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  warning  and  taking  other  necessary  s.eps  in 
in  the  event  of  fire  or  other  emergency.  In  the  case  of  premises  which 
are  lock-up,  outside  business  hours,  the  licensee  shall  appoint  a  re¬ 
sponsible  person  residing  within  a  reasonable  distance  to  the  premises 
to  have  custody  of  the  key.  4  he  name  and  address  of  such  person 
shall  be  displayed  in  legible  characters  on  the  front  door  or  windows, 
of  the  premises,  and  be  notified  to  the  local  Fire  Brigade.  A  supply 
of  water  and  sand  and/or  an  efficient  fire  extinguisher,  must  always 
be  available  on  the  premises. 

6.  No  animal  which  is  suffering  from,  or  could  reasonably  be 
suspected  of,  having  come  into  contact  with  any  other  animals  from 
any  infectious  disease,  shall  be  brought  or  kept  on  the  premises  unless 
it  is  properly  isolated  from  the  other  animals  therein. 

7.  Animals  shall  not  be  handed  to  customers  in  unsuitable 
containers. 

8.  No  mammal  shall  be  sold  unweaned.,  or  if  weaned,  at  an 
age  which  it  should  not  have  been  weaned. 

9.  Where  animals  are  kept  in  cages,  hutches,  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  placed  on  top  of  other  cages,  hutches,  boxes  or  other 
receptacles,  effective  means  shall  be  provided  for  preventing  water, 
food,  or  other  droppings  falling  on  to  or  contaminating  the  animals 
or  other  surroundings  which  are  underneath. 

SHOP  ACTS,  1912-1950. 

These  Acts  deal  with  closing  hours  of  retail  shops,  half-day 
closing  orders,  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons  and  meal 
hours  of  shop  assistants  and  Sunday  trading  restricdons. 
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This  type  of  supervision  is  carried  out  simultaneously  with  the 
statutory  duties  laid  on  Local  Authorities  by  welfare  and  hygienic 
provisions  in  the  Act  of  1950.  These  provisions  aim  at  the  control 
of  temperature,  ventilation  and  lighting  in  shops,  suitable  and  suffic¬ 
ient  sanitation,  and  washing  and  meal  taking  facilities 

In  the  case  of  food  shops,  these  provisions,  together  wi  h  the 
hygiene  of  premises  required  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts,  are  en¬ 
forced. 

Notwithstanding  the  vague  phrasing  of  most  of  this  legislation 
every  substantial  food  shop,  store  and  warehouse  in  the  town  now 
has  reasonable  facilities  for  promoting  cleanliness  of  premises  and 
personnel. 

There  are  817  shops  or  premises  carrying  on  retail  business 
under  the  perview  of  the  Shops  Act  1912-1950.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  the  Shops  Act  Inspector  and  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  appointed  by  the  Watch  Committee  under  the  Acts.  Numerous 
enquiries  are  dealt  with  regarding  the  responsibilities  of  traders  under 
the  Acts. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

The  following  proceedings  arose  out  of  action  taken  during  the 

year. 


Acts,  Orders  or 
Regulations  under 
which  proceedings 
were  taken 

Remarks 

Result 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Failure  to  keep  premises  free 

Fined  £65-0-0. 

1938  (Section  13). 

from  vermin,  filth  and  flies. 
General  neglect  of  cleanliness 
and  hygiene  methods. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Failure  to  provide  proper  means 
of  drainage  disposal. 

Case  dismissed. 
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CLEANSING 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Cleansing  for  the  following 
report. 

The  Cleansing  Department  is  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  Pail 
Closets,  the  collection  and  disposal  of  House  Refuse,  the  collection, 
processing  and  subsequent  disposal  of  salvage,  and  the  cleansing  anti 
maintenance  of  Public  Conveniences. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Pail  Closets 


The  pail  closets  cleared  by  the  Department  are  mostly  situated  in 
the  outer  areas  of  the  Borough  where  no  public  sewers  are  available, 
or.,  as  in  a  number  of  cases,  where  the  public  sewer  is  inaccessible.  They 
total  526  in  number  and  are  located  as  follows  :  — 


Hainworth 

Haworth 

Keighley  Old  Borough 

Laycock  and  Newsholme 

Morton 

Oakworth 

Oldfield 

Oxenhope 

Stanbury 


12 

48 

22 

118 

26 

33 

54 

147 

66 


526 

The  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly. 

Two  motor  vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work.  These  vehicles 
are  each  fitted  with  a  galvanised  iron  tank  occupying  about  one-third 
of  the  body  space  and  into  which  the  contents  of  the  pail  closets  are 
emptied.  The  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  body  space  of  the  vehicle 
is  used  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse.  By  this  means  the  pail 
closets  and  dustbins  are  emptied  at  the  same  time,  thus  eliminating  the 

need  for  two  visits. 


STORAGE  OF  REFUSE 

The  replacement  of  defective  dustbins  continued  fairly  smoothly 
throughout  the  year.  The  reluctance  on  the  part  of  property  owners 
generally  to  replace  defective  bins  became,  even  more  marked  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  immediately  following  the  imposition  of  pur¬ 
chase  tax  on  dustbins.  The  tax  amounts  to  just  over  eleven  shillings 
per  bin,  and  it  is  difficult  for  property  owners,  as  it  is  equally  difficult 
for  local  authorities,  to  appreciate  the  need  or  justice  in  the  application 
of  purchase  tax  on  such  an  essential  as  a  dustbin. 


COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE 

This  service  was  extended  to  provide  for  an  additional  300  new 
houses  built  during  the  year.  It  must  be  noted  that  in  nearly  all  the 
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new  property  the  access  and  siting  of  the  dustbin  involves  the  collector 
in  long  cariies  and  the  negotiating  of  a  varying  number  of  steps. 

The  maintenance  of  a  regular  collection  over  the  year  has  again 
been  affected  by  the  problem  of  recruitment  and  retention  of  an 
adequate  labour  force,  and  irregularity  arises  at  holiday  periods  and 
during  times  when  the  sickness  rate  amongst  employees  is  abnormally 
high.  1  he  average  period  between  collections  over  the  year  was  ten 

days  in  the  central  area,  and  fourteen  days  in  the  outer  areas  of  the 
Borough. 

The  excellence  of  the  weather  during  the  year  is  reflected  in  the 
tonnage  of  refuse  collected,  there  being  a  decrease  of  606  tons  or  3.9% 
when  compared  to  the  previous  year. 

Details  are  as  follows  :  — 


Total  weight  of  refuse  collected 
Total  number  of  loads  ... 

Average  weight  per  load 
Average  weight  collected  per  day  (265  days) 
Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  annum 
Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days)  ... 

Weight  of  refuse  per  head  per  annum  ... 


14,874  tons 
10,121 
1  ton  9.4  cwts. 
56.13  tons 
266.94  tons 

14.62  cwts. 
5.32  cwts. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  and  only  two  tips,  Marley 
and  Griffe  Fields,  Oakworth,  were  used  during  the  year. 

Marley  Tip 

This  tip  deals  with  the  greater  proportion  of  the  refuse  from  the 
Borough,  and  a  Bristol  Angledoser  is  used  to  assist  in  levelling  and 
consolidating  the  refuse.  At  the  request  of  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Committee  arrangements  were  made  to  build,  with  house  and  trade 
refuse.,  a  retaining  bank  to  form  new  sludge  lagoon  on  the  held  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  tip.  This  work  commenced  in  April  and  continued  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

As  the  year  progressed,  it  became  evident  that  the  additional 
mileage  involved  in  tipping  at  the  Sewage  Works,  co-incidental  with 
the  opening  of  a  private  tip  much  more  accessible,  led  to  a  decrease 
in  the  tonnage  of  material  delivered  by  private  traders.  As  the  supply 
of  covering  material  is  obtained  almost  entirely  from  this  source 
difficulties  arose  in  the  covering  of  the  refuse.  Arrangements  are  now 
in  hand  to  overcome  this,  and  to  satisfactorily  cover  and  dress  the  sides 
and  top  of  the  bank. 

Griffe  Fields,  Oakworth 

The  refuse  from  the  Worth  Valley  area  is  deposited  at  this  Tip. 
An  extensive  fire  was  started  by  children  in  August.  Due  to  inadequate 
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water  supply  and  the  absence  of  suitable  material  for  quickly  sealing 
the  affected  section,  a  deepseated  fire  resulted,  and  tipping  operations 
had  to  be  abandoned  for  the  remainder  ol  the  year.  The  refuse  was 
diverted  to  Marley  d  ip  for  disposal. 

Refuse  Incinerator 

In  June  the  Committee  resolved  to  purchase  an  incinerator  for 
the  destruction,  by  burning,  of  bedding.,  furniture,  light  combustible 
material,  and  certain  types  of  trade  refuse.  Erection  of  this  unit 
commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  incinerator  will  have  a  grate 
area  of  twenty-three  square  feet  and  will  burn  at  the  rate  of  appioxim- 
ately  5  cwts.  per  hour.  It  will  be  housed  in  a  prefabricated  corrugated 
asbestos  building  which  will  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  several 
loads  of  material  in  front  of  the  firegrate,  and  will  be  equipped  with 
roller  shutter  door  to  allow  of  ease  of  access  and  unloading  of  vehicles. 

Tonnage  of  Refuse 

The  tonnage  of  refuse  dealt  with  during  the  year  decreased  by 
6,495  tons  or  21.19%  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of  house  refuse  of  870  tons  reflects 
not  only  the  fall  in  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  but  also  the  increased 
amount  of  material  salvaged. 

The  tonnage  of  refuse  from  private  traders  decreased  by  5,625 
tons  or  35.77;%  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  weight  of  refuse  dealt  with  was  as  follows  :  — 

Refuse  collected  by  Department  ...  14,052  tons 

Refuse  delivered  by  Private  Trades  ...  10,099  ,, 

Total  weight  handled  ...  24,151  ,, 


Average  dealt  with  per  day  ...  ...  91.13  tons 

SALVAGE 

As  in  former  years,  the  recovery  and  sale  of  waste  materials  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year. 

Waste  Paper 

This  commodity  was  the  one  on  which  most  of  the  salvage  effort 
was  concentrated. 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  introduced  last  year  was  revised  and 
amended  after  consultation  with  the  employees,  and  the  results 
achieved ’in  increased  recovery  have  undoubtedly  proved  the  value  of 
such  revision. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  increased  tonnage,  it  was  necessary  to 
overhaul  and  modernise  the  handling  and  baling  arrangements  at  a 
cost  of  £2,000,  The  existing  building  was  adapted  to  provide  a  recep- 
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tion  bay  for  waste  paper,  and  by  introducing  a  drag  bar  type  of  wire 
mes  e'evator,  the  first  fioor-not  previously  utilisedlwas  bL^htinto 
..  -forage  of  unbaled  paper.  A  new  Powell  Baler  was  installed 
-  machine  being  gravity  fed  from  the  first  floor.  The  alterations 

September"1  ^'ly  ^  ^  eSuiPment  was  brought  into  use  in 

To  further  the  drive  for  increased  output,  six  trailers  were  pur¬ 
chased  for  attachment  to  the  refuse  collection  vehicles,  and  these  were 
pur  into  service  when  the  new  plant  commenced  working. 

,  The  reSLlIt  and  success  of  the  measures  taken  can  best  be  judged 
oy  reference  to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  section. 


Scrap  Metal 

No  special  effort  was  made  to  recover  this  material.  Increased 
recovery  at  the  tips  is  entirely  dependant  on  increasing  the  labour  force. 

resent  prices  do  not  make  the  proposition  attractive  or  sufficiently 
remunerative,  and  the  work  involved  is  such  that  the  obtaining  of  the 
necessary  staff  would  be  difficult,  even  if  the  labour  were  available. 


Materials  Salvaged 

I  he  tonnage  and  value  oi  materials  salvaged  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables.  Table  1  shows  in  detail,  the  materials  collected  and 
sold  from  1st  April,  1955  to  31st  March,  1956.,  with  comparative 
igiires  lor  the  previous  year.  Table  II  shows  the  annual  tonnages  and 
value  oi  the  main  materials  recovered  since  the  commencement  of 
salvage  operations  in  1939. 


TABLE  I. 


|  Type  of  1955-56.  1954^55 

Salvage.  Weight  Value.  Weight  '  Value 

_ _ Tons  Cwts-  Qrs.  I-bs.  £  s,  d.  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  £  s.  d. 


:  Waste  Paper 
Scrap  Metal 
Textiles 

Rubber 

804 

16 

15 

10 

3 

3 

3 

1 

19 

0 

14 

6812 

67 

3 

19 

16 

5 

6 

9 

0 

542 

13 

1 

2 

17 

6 

3 

2 

3 

15 

0 

8 

3957 

50 

9 

0 . 

7 

4 

0 

11 

8 

0 

Copper 

1 

0 

8 

12 

6 

4 

1 6 

1 

0 

3 

13 

2 

Aluminium 

3 

0 

14 

20 

6 

a 

0 

0 

10 

Brass 

2 

0 

0 

Lead 

3 

0 

6 

15 

0 

3 

8 

3 

15 

6 

821  14  0  27  6916  13  10  558 


a 


3  4040  16  3 
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TABLE  11. 


Year 

Waste  Paper 

Food  Waste 

Ferrous 

Metals 

Miscellaneous 

Tc 

tal 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

Tons 

£ 

1939- 40 

1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1945- 46 

1946- 47 

1947- 48 

1948- 49 

1949- 50 

1950- 51 

1951- 52 

1952- 53 

1953- 54 

1954- 55 

1955- 56 

Totals 

73 

350 

420 

438 

373 

323 

290 

291 
306 
391 
391 
451 
442 
393 

324 
542 
805 

177 

1461 

1834 

2557 

2424 

2062 

1860 

1872 

1979 

2572 

2415 

3228 

6822 

3220 

2166 

3946 

6813 

42 

25 

53 

176 

334 

363 

423 

411 

328 

312 

275 

260 

232 

108 

87 

48 

81 

264 

545 

648 

775 

738 

576 

840 

824 

859 

896 

635 

15 

160 

52 
88 
66 

53 
38 

35 
69 

36 
53 
52 
48 
74 
60 
14 

16 

21 

222 

98 

171 

117 

89 

63 

49 

96 

49 
74 
82 

133 

250 

229 

50 
68 

6 

89 

97 

104 

136 

83 

36 

24 

22 

35 

27 

10 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

31 

219 
156 

220 
216 
175 
142 

95 

79 

66 

67 

47 

43 

67 

63 

33 

36 

94 
641 
549 
683 
751 
793 
726 
773  . 
808 
790 
784 
788 
751 
702 
494 
558 
822 

229 

1989 

2136 

3029 

3021 

2871 

2713 

2791 

2892 

3263 

3396 

4181 

7858 

4433 

3093 

4040 

6917 

6603 

47419 

3342 

7816 

929 

1861 

678 

1755 

11552 

58851 

TRANSPORT,  WORKSHOPS  ETC* 

The  Sub-Committee  formed  last  year  to  consider  the  type  of 
vehicle  to  be  purchased  in  future,  with  special  reference  to  more 
dustless  loading,  submitted  its  report  to  the  Health  Committee.  As 
a  result  of  the  recommendations  made  two  Karrier  .  Dual  lip 
Refuse  Collectors  were  purchased  and  put  into  service  in  August  an 

September. 

On  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Dual  Tips,  three  rord  7  c. 
yard  side  loading  vehicles  were  dispensed  with. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  various  vehicles  utilised 
during  the  year  in  the  operations  of  the  Department: 

Ford  7  c.  yard  side  loaders  . 

Ford  7  c.  yard  side  loaders  (till  September)  . .  3 

Ford  10  c.  yard  side  loaders . 

Karrier  “  Bantam  ”  7  c.  yard  side  loaders  .  3 

Karrier  “  Bantam  ”  10  c.  yard  moving  floor  rear  loader  1 
Karrier  “  CK3  ”  10  c.  yard  side  loader...  ...  •••  1 

Karrier  “Gamecock”  Dual  Tip  rear  loaders  (from  Sept.)  2 

Ford  15  cwt.  Ex.  W.D.  Truck .  •••  1 

For  5  cwt.  Van  ...  ...  <•*  •••  ^ 
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The  purchasing  of  vehicles  of  the  Dual  Tip  type  further  aggrav¬ 
ates  the  difficulties  of  suitable  housing,  servicing  and  repair  of  vehicles, 
and  stresses  even  more  strongly  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  present 
garage  and  workshop.  Of  the  16  refuse  collection  vehicles  now  in 
use  in  the  Department,  eight,  including  the  Dual  Tips  are  parked  in 
the  open,  and  this  number  must,  of  necessity,  increase  as  the  older, 
smaller,  vehicles  are  replaced  by  the  Dual  Tip  type.  The  existing 
lock-up  garages  are  too  small  to  accommodate  the  newer  types  of 
vehicle  and  cannot  be  readily  or  easily  adapted  to  do  so. 

During  the  year  the  vehicles  were  involved  in  fifteen  road  accid¬ 
ents.  Of  this  number  four  were  accidents  in  which  persons  were 
injured,  one  seriously.  Fifteen  drivers  were  entered  in  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  prevention  of  Accidents  Safe  Driving  Competition  and 
seven  gained  awards  for  driving  for  the  full  year  without  being  involved 
in  an  accident. 

A  pressure  test  carried  out  on  the  two  250  gallon  petrol  storage 
tanks  at  the  Depot  revealed  them  faulty,  and  they  were  replaced  by  a 
1,000  gallon  tank  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


COSTS 


The  nett  cost  of  operating  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
service  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :■ — 


Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 


£2  6,292 
5,018 


£31,310 


I  his  gives  a  net  cost  lor  this  service  of  6.5d.  per  premises  per 
week,  or  2.57d.  per  person  per  week. 

The  cost  statement  on  the  lines  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Local  Government  is  :  — 
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Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

Percentage  of 
Total  Gross 
Expenditure 

£ 

£ 

£ 

0/ 

/o 

Revenue  Account 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

43 

Labour 

11,338 

4,479 

15,817 

Transport 

12,987 

2,550 

15,537 

43 

Plant,  Equipment,  Land 

14 

and  Buildings 

799 

4,355 

5,154 

Other  Items 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 

25,124 

11,384 

36,508 

100 

Gross  Income 

315 

7,479 

7,794 

Net  Cost 

24,809 

3,905 

28,714 

Capital  expenditure  met 
from  revenue  (included 

above) 

- — 

3,316 

3,316 

Unit  Costs 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour 

only 

15  3 

3  7 

18  10 

Gross  cost  per  ton  transport 

only 

17  6 

2  1 

19  7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per  ton 

33  4 

3  2 

36  6 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

£ 

445 

£ 

70 

£ 

515 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1,149 

181 

1,330 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and  maintenance 
of  the  public  conveniences,  which  number  27,  six  for  ladies  and  21 
for  gentlemen. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  Gentlemen’s  Convenience  at  Town 
Hall  Square  was  commenced  during  the  year.  When  complete  the 
convenience  will  be  equipped  with  washing  facilities,  in  addition  to 
increased  accommodation,  and  will  be  staffed  by  attendants. 

Plans  were  approved  and  quotations  received  for  the  erection  of 
new  conveniences  to  serve  both  sexes,  at  Oxenhope  and  Morton.  The 
new  convenience  at  Oxenhope  will  replace  the  present  male  conven¬ 
ience  which  is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and  that  at  Morton  will  be 
an  addition  to  the  facilities  provided  in  the  Borough. 

The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1956 
was:- 

Gross  Expenditure  ...  ...  £3,121 

Income  ...  ...  ...  £434 


Net  Expenditure 


£2,687 


